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AS the summer months draw to a close, and
the fall is quickly coming upon us, we reflect
on the events that the Rag Top Unit has par-

ticipated in for Aleppo Shriners and for the benefit
of our members.

The 2014 Parade Season has been busy. Since the
June Ceremonial the Rag Top Unit has had mem-
ber participation in all parades and tours of duty.
The weather has been extremely cooperative this
year – and no rain has fallen during the parades
causing the convertible tops to be up! Sunday,
August 3rd ,was the day of the New Bedford
Portuguese Feast Parade in which two cars and
members participated. The next event was the
Northeast Shrine Association day parade which
was held in Springfield, MA on Saturday, August
23rd, with two cars and three members participat-
ing.

An annual event, the Marlborough Labor Day
Parade was held on Monday, September 1st – and
under an extremely bright, sunshine sky and hot
temperatures, three cars and their members partic-
ipated. The next tour of duty took us to the Town of
Dartmouth for their 350th Parade on Sunday,
September 7th, in which three cars and their mem-
bers participated in the 3+ mile parade route.
Rounding out the month of September, the annual
Everett Homecoming Day Parade was held on
Saturday, September 27th, in which four cars and
their members participated.  (Parade photographs
by Seth Hunter)

This year’s parade season will continue into
O c t o b e r ,
w i t h
parades in
Roslindale
and East
Boston. The
Rag Top
Unit is look-
ing to have
the riding
members of

our unit join us; or welcome other Shrine unit mem-
bers wishing to participate in the parades to ride
with us. It is hard for a driver to cover both sides of
the street waving at the parade crowds; so we are
encouraging other Shriners to participate with us.
If you cannot walk in the parade, please see
Captain Roger Metcalfe at any parade and offer
to be a rider.

A contingent of members from the Rag Top Unit
parked our parade cars and traveled to Natick, MA
on Wednesday evening, September 17th.  It was on
this occasion that we were witness to the
Installation of Noble Michael Siaba, who was
installed as the Worshipful Master of Meridian
Lodge, A.F. & A.M. (Chartered by M.W. Paul
Revere – instituted December 11, 1797). The
Installation was performed by M.W. Albert
Timothy Ames, PGM, who himself served in the
East of Meridian Lodge for the past year, and a fine
ensemble of installing officers. Captain Roger
Metcalfe, Lieutenant-Secretary Paul
Watts, Past Captains Bruce Dickey and
Wayne Bogar, and Noble Robert
Kinckle attended the installation. Noble
Siaba’s masonic career began 20 years ago
when he first joined Middlesex Lodge,
A.F. & A.M. in Framingham. About six
years ago he became a member of
Meridian Lodge and became a line officer.
In April of this year, Noble Michael
became a member of the Rag Top Unit,
after having been with the Aleppo Provost
Guard for many years.

The Unit sends to Worshipful Siaba our sincere
congratulations in this pinnacle in his masonic
career, and offers to him our assistance throughout
his term. Should he find time in his busy schedule,
we hope that Noble Siaba will join the unit in any
parades to close out this year, driving his black
1985 Chevrolet Corvette. (Installation photograph
by Frank J, Kautz, II)

As there is always a continual need of donations
to be made to the Children’s Transportation Fund,
the unit continues its involvement in the Pull-Tab
and Can Program at Aleppo. Noble Paul Agostino
and his committee are always busy at work receiv-
ing the tabs and cans from generous donators; and
processing the same for conversion to cash which
has been presented regularly to the Potentate at
the monthly Heads of Units meetings for the trans-
portation fund. As the committee is generally made
up of Rag Top members, they are always looking for
an extra hand or two to help in sorting, bagging and
turning in the aluminum for recycling. Contact
Noble Paul for additional information or to provide
needed assistance.

The Rag Top Unit is always in search of new
members.  The Rag Top Unit is open to all members
of Aleppo Shriners.  Motorized, street-legal vehicles
are to be personally-owned and cared for by the
members. Production convertible-top or a vehicle
altered by its owner to be a convertible-style are
recommended; but, the Unit will entertain mem-
bership from Shriners with antiques, classic, mus-

The Rag Top Motor Unit has been saddened by the
news of the passing of our Noble, Calvin W.
Bergstrom, who was taken by the Black Camel

on September 26, 2014.
Noble Calvin was born on February 3, 1936 and lived

his life in Millbury, MA with his wife, Reta. He was
raised in 1975 as a member of Morning Star Lodge,
A.F. & A.M. of Worcester, MA, and joined Aleppo
Shriners in 1977. Calvin joined the Rag Top Motor Unit
in 1990, a 24-year member and had served the unit as
our Quartermaster for many years, from his appoint-
ment by Captain Hollis Durgin in 1997 until 2010.
(Photograph from Rag Top Unit Archives)

During the spring and summer months Cal and Reta
spent time at their home in Bourne, Cape Cod, MA,
where Cal liked fishing at the railroad bridge along the
Cape Cod Canal. He was a member of the Worcester
Surf Casting Club Inc. of Worcester and Bourne, MA
and was a Past President having served in 1963 – 1964.
After completing his term, Cal became Financial
Secretary in 1965 and served in that position for over
forty years. 

Cal was employed by Norton Co. of Worcester, MA for
45 years. In 2000 he was the Supervisor in the Stock &
Receiving Department at the time of his retirement. He
continued to maintain friendships and associations
with Norton and their employees and enjoyed attend-
ing the Annual Clambake held each September.

Cal’s early association with Masonry began when he
was a member of the Order of the DeMolay in
Worcester Chapter in Worcester, MA from 1953 to
1957. He was a member of the Scottish Rite in the
Valley of Worcester in 1977; and a member of the
Worcester County Shrine Club, where he was a Past
Director. 

In 1993, Cal purchased a 1970 Cadillac Convertible
from Evelyn Benson, the widow of Noble Earle
Benson a past member of the Rag Top Unit. He drove
his car in many parades and tours of duty with Aleppo
Shriners and the unit, until he sold the car in 2010.

The members of the Rag Top Motor Unit express our
sympathy to Noble Calvin’s family; we will sorely miss
him from our ranks.

In Memoriam
Rag Top Motor Unit
Calvin W. Bergstrom

continued on page 29

Riding With Ours Tops Down; Summer/Fall Rag Top Unit Events
By PAUL WATTS

LIEUTENANT - SECRETARY


