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manage to do that and our performance was anoth-
er crowd pleasing one. As with previous parades
throughout the year, this one was marked by a bit
of excitement too as the buses taken to Everett
were re-assigned to different waiting spots than
notice was given of for our return trip to
Wilmington - without anyone being told the details!
So we followed the directions and returned to the
designated spot to await the buses and waited and
waited. Were it not for the efforts of Aleppo Chief
Rabban, Dennis Reebel, and Assistant Rabban,
Richard Doherty, we might not have gotten back to
Wilmington at all and we thank the two for their
efforts and assistance in the matter - all of which
we believe bodes well for the next few years espe-
cially given the manner and alacrity with which
they dealt with the matter. Once, again, the
Stewards let us down by not having the traditional
after-parade  refreshments available, but, though
the early morning weather was a bit drizzly, the
weather for the parade itself was that of an ideal
early fall day and the refreshments were not
missed. The crowd, though less numerous than in
some other localities more than made up for the
smaller numbers with a warmth that we were
pleased to see. While waiting to step off (we were in
the last division of the parade - leaving the best for
the last, again) some of the sideline audience actu-
ally came onto our float and physically embraced us
and thanked us for being there - these pictures give
proof to our statements and are indicative of the
type of response we generally get even in other
parades. In addition, the parade participants were
well represented by members of the military, the
State Police Equestrian Team, and politicians. It
was about as well balanced a parade as they come.
We enjoyed the parade and believe that everyone
enjoyed our performance as well.

On September 29, 2012, having been invited to
participate in the Topsfield Fair Opening Parade,
we returned to this venue and put on a good per-
formance for the crowd in attendance and had an
enjoyable time at the Fair afterwards.
Circumstances are such for this particular parade
that we are unable to use our float for it, so those
that are still able to physically do so, actually
marched the route of the parade. It was nice to see
us doing so but it was also appreciated that this is
one of our shorter parades. Hospitality at the Fair
was as good as it ever has been and we are appre-
ciative of all that is done for us whenever we partic-
ipate. The Parade was high (or should that be
"low") lighted with numerous politicians and the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (who are always

impressive to see and
are definitely a high-
light). We try to make
this an annual event but occasionally find ourselves
with conflicts - we were grateful that was not the
case this year and believe that everyone enjoyed
our performance as much as we enjoyed doing it. A
highlight of the Parade for us was Mike Tucker per-
forming at the head of the band with the gong and
exhibiting his unique and entertaining dancing
skills - everyone loved it.

We concluded our 2012 Regular Parade Season
by participating in the East Boston Columbus Day
parade on October 7, 2012. What a Parade and
what a spectacular finish to what was already a
good year. The day started off fairly warm for the
time of year but there had been forecasts of cooling
down and rain which had us all concerned. As we
drove to the assembly area for the Parade the
clouds kept rolling in and the temperatures
dropped considerably - clearly a cold front had gone
through and had brought some potentially
inclement weather with it, but the rains held off.
We arrived at the assembly area and parked beside
our float and just behind the refreshment van and
a replica of the Bat Mobile - so all was looking good
for the day (how can you go wrong with refresh-
ments and the presence of the Bat Mobile). To
make matters even better, while mingling with the
crowd, we came upon Queen Isabella who was
accompanied by a man who we thought was King
Ferdinand but whom we were told was Christopher
Columbus and we got the details on the true mean-
ing of the events that had transpired some 520
years previously. Apparently Queen Isabella has
never been happy with the fact that she gave
Christopher Columbus a tidy sum of money and all
he did was discover America. Columbus, himself,
stated similar disappointment and indicated (in
jest or otherwise) that his objective in making the
trip was really to find new sources of illicit drugs
and markets to sell them in (for all we know he may
have succeeded beyond his wildest dreams)! Who
are we to question such inputs! But for a true por-
trayal of part of the events, one is encouraged to
read a short account of the destruction of the Indies
by Bartoleme De Las Casas. In addition to Queen
Isabella and Christopher Columbus, there were a
fair number of politicians in the Parade many of
whom we met over the course of the parading sea-
son and some of whom actually came over to our
float and greeted us for the day. In fact a local tele-
vision station took some footage of one such meet-
ing and broadcast it in their evening news for the
day. Additionally, Minnie Mouse, Pooh - the bear,
and Santa Claus (complete with sleigh and rein-
deer) were seen in the Parade and were a stark
reminder of the change of season and the upcoming
holiday season and all the shopping that has to be
undertaken before then. After waiting around for
over a hour, we finally stepped off and found our-
selves amidst a throng of enthusiastic revelers.
There were times in the parade when we were actu-
ally drowned out by the response and applause of
the crowd and were not even able to hear ourselves
on the float - it was an incredible response, com-
plete with dancing ladies performing as well as any
we have ever seen and some dancing men who were
doing a credible job as well. The parade itself is one
of the longer ones we do and the route takes us
under some bridges or overpasses and the echoes

experienced there made us sound like a 100 piece
band. Though we felt a few sprinkles during the
parade, the  rain held off until exactly the end of
the parade for us so it was  a perfectly fabulous cli-
max to our parading season. 

On the morning of November 7, 2012, we woke
up to the stark realization that our candidates, the
Burger King and Ronald McDonald, had failed in
their efforts to be elected President and Vice
President of the United States. We are assessing
the field of potential candidates for 2016 and will
announce our endorsements as soon as possible. 

Whether this will be our last article forever or
not, it will be the last Article for 2012 and so we
would all like to take the opportunity, individually
and collectively, to wish everyone the happiest of
holidays and the very best in every manner conceiv-
able for the New Year. We note, with pride, that, if
elected and installed, one of our own Members,
Dennis Reebel, will become the first Potentate of
Aleppo to come from the ranks of the band. We very
much look forward to working with him and wish
him (and the rest of the Divan) an especially good
year. By the same token, we would like to thank the
outgoing Divan members for their efforts this past
year. We candidly recognize that the past year
posed some unique challenges but we believe that
they were handled well and admirably and that
their resolution makes us all the stronger moving
forward. We also congratulate Ernie “Rollo”
Pearlstein on his becoming Colonel of the
Uniformed Units and wish him the best in that role
- we are looking forward to seeing him (and the rest
of the Uniformed Units Officers) do a future parade
on roller skates!

Overall, it was another very good year for us
despite many Member conflicts and we are looking
forward to another good year in 2013. In 2013 we
celebrate our 62nd year and will become eligible for
early retirement - let us assure you, however, that
there is no discussion or thought of that and we
hope to actively continue on for many more years.
The gates to our oasis always remain open to
heartily and warmly receive any Nobles who, in
their deserts of indecision, are searching for a Unit
to join. In return for a lifetime commitment of your-
self to the band we offer an experience of fun and
camaraderie that cannot be matched anyplace else.
Come by and see what it is all about. You will never
figure it out or fully appreciate it unless you are a
part of it. It is truly something very special and (in
case it is not obvious) musical skills are not a
requirement.

In the meantime, please be reminded that the
most current band news may be found at our web-
site which is frequently updated and which is locat-
ed at: http://www.oband.mysite.com  

Additionally, it should be noted that we have cre-
ated a presence on the Internet whereby we are
uploading videos of some of our performances and
the link for that may also be
found at our website noted
above. We hope that you will
enjoy our website and videos
and visit them frequently for
updates. Feel free to leave mes-
sages in our website guestbook.

Oriental Band

MIKE TUCKER, ANAH CLOWN, JACK ZIMMERMAN, BOB GOODWIN,
RON HENDERSON, AND JOE LAPOMARDO IN BANGOR.

FAN EMBRACING ERIC HOLT AT
THE EVERETT PARADE.

FAN EMBRACING JACK ZIMMER-
MAN AT THE EVERETT PARADE.

THE TWO CAPE COD AMIGOS,
PETER STONE AND JACK
GRANT AT THE EVERETT

PARADE.

BAND DIRECTOR BOB HALEY
AT THE EVERETT PARADE.

MAURICE KIPNIS AT THE
EVERETT PARADE.

ROD PARKER AT THE EVERETT
PARADE.

THE THREE DIVAN AMIGOS: (FROM L TO R) DAVID RAYMOND (HIGH
PRIEST AND PROPHET), DENNIS REEBEL (CHIEF RABBAN) AND

RICHARD DOHERTY (ASSISTANT RABBAN) AT THE EVERETT
PARADE

THE BAND GETTING READY AT THE EVERETT PARADE.

AL RICHARDS AT THE
EVERETT PARADE.

ARTHUR FINK AT THE
EVERETT PARADE.

..... from page 20

SHALOM,


