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By JAMES I. STARRATT

Asincere thank you to Sgt. Major John
Gutermuth, Jr. for presenting at our
October drill, the first of a series of “mini

autobiographies” designed to get us to know each
other better. John described his experience as a
career military man and Mason serving in the
Marine Corp. Planning to retire in 1970 John was
assigned to serve in the town of Hols in the Bavaria
section of Germany close to the Czechoslovakia bor-
der. John always wanting to go to Germany, so he
put off his retirement. John’s unit was one of sever-
al located in various countries such as Cyprus,
Italy, Japan and others which were basically doing
surveillance of the military actions of adjacent com-
munist controlled countries, during the “Cold War,”
and would report to Washington, DC their findings.
While in Germany he was a member of an
American Military Lodge of Masons, and they were
invited to visit a German Masonic Lodge. He
explained in detail the numerous differences
between our lodge and theirs. A major difference
was the way they entered the lodge room. Upon
direction of the Tyler the members, dressed in tuxe-
dos and top hats, formed two columns of two mem-
bers, joined hands and marched into the lodge room
singing, and forming a lane of honor. They contin-
ued to sing until the master of the lodge entered
and sat at the East. 

He explained that during the war Freemasonry
went underground in Germany, however the
Masonic temple was spared from any bombing
raids. Unfortunately a nearby railroad station was
bombed, and that was where the lodge hid their
regalia and jewels. 

Following a one year stint in Germany John
served two years in Italy, and described his experi-
ence visiting an Italian Lodge with his American
Masonic brethren. Not knowing what to do they fol-
lowed the lead of the Italian Masons. One particu-
lar instance included a time
when all the Italian members
located on the opposite side of
the lodge room from the
Americans drew swords located
at each seat and yelled some-
thing in Italian.  The American
Masons simply followed suit
and drew the swords located at
their seat and pointed in the
same direction as the Italians.
John’s presentation was well
accepted and prompted many
questions and comments. We
look forward to future presenta-
tions by other patrolmen.

The Arab Patrol Summer
Social was held August 18th at
Tucks Point, Manchester By
The Sea, with seventeen Nobles
and thirteen Ladies attending.
We were honored to have Chief
Rabban Dennis Reebel and
Lady Debbie attend, as well as
former patrolman Earle Voigt
and Lady Margaret.  Guests
included James D. Starratt
and John A. Starratt who were visiting from
Austin and Houston, Texas and their sister Debra
Starratt. Although the weather was overcast it
was suitable (no rain) for a New England
Clambake, and did not deter us from having a great
time, enjoy the camaraderie, good food, and the
beautiful sites of the Outer Harbor at Tucks Point. 

While the Arab Patrol has been represented in all
parades this season, our numbers at a few of the
parades left a lot to be desired. We only had five
patrolmen at the New Bedford Portuguese Festival
parade and, seven at the Everett Homecoming Day
Parade. It was great to see Past Colonel Hagop
“Jack” Demirdjian at the assembly area of the
Everett Parade greeting all. We did better at the
last parade of the season, the East Boston
Columbus Day Parade with twelve patrolman in
attendance. Thanks to all who answered these
tours of duty.

At the Northeast Shrine Association (NSA),
Convention held in Bangor Maine we had five
patrolmen and their ladies attend, namely; Larry
Zimmerman and Lady Alice; Herbert Fish and
Lady Marion; Dave Westerman and Lady Bella;

Frederick Tibbetts
and Lady Marjorie, and
James I. Starratt and
Lady Delores. The
weather was great and
some ventured into town
to try their luck  at the
Hollywood Slots Casino.
No substantial winners
were reported nor were
any major losses. The
Potentates’ hospitality
suite was well stocked
with food and libation,
and the fellowship was
enjoyed  by all. At the
NSA Parade color bear-
ers were patrolman
Herb Fish, Dave
Westerman and Larry
Zimmerman. Fred
Tibbetts and James
Starratt served as Color
Guards.

Congratulations to
Patrolman Paul M.
Starratt on his recent
installation as Junior
Warden of Tahattawan
Lodge AF&AM, in Lit -
tle ton. We wish for Paul
success in his endeavor
as Junior Warden, and
confident that he will do well. Paul is also Chaplain
of the 14th  Lodge of Instruction, Concord, and
serves as Chaplain for Aleppo Shriners when
Chaplain/Patrolman Larry Zimmerman is unable
to serve. 

Welcome back to Colors Master Sergeant
Salvatore Privitera and
Lady Doris who recently
returned from their self
guided tour of our National
Parks and areas of interest
in Nevada, Utah and
California. Using a base in
Las Vegas they headed east
to Zion National Park hiking
some of the trails. There
next stop was the north rim
of the Grand Canyon which
offered a different perspec-
tive than the south rim being
1,000 feet higher. They then
went to Lake Powell area of
Arizona and Utah where
they toured the Glen Canyon
Dam, that provides electrici-
ty for much of Arizona and
Nevada, took a raft float trip
on the Colorado River, and a
boat trip to the Rainbow
Bridge which is the largest
natural bridge. They also
took an off-road adventure to
t h e

colorful Antelope Canyon
on the Navajo Indian
Reservation.

In eastern Utah they
explored the Natural
Bridges, Canyon Lands,
and Arches National
Parks. Each park gave
them a unique perspective
of what the force of nature
can do. Water, ice,
extreme temperatures,
underground salt move-
ment and erosion created
the most beautiful
canyons, arches and
bridges. Their final stop in
Utah was Bryce Canyon
with its eighteen miles  of
park roads  offering out-
standing views and over-
looks. The highlight of the
park is Sunset Point
where one can view an

array of fantastic shapes called hoodoos that were
formed by erosion. While at Bryce they took a
horseback ride into the canyon to view close-up the
many rock foundations that took millions of years
to create. 

Returning to their base of Las Vegas they spent
one day sightseeing in Death Valley, California
which is the lowest point in the Western
Hemisphere and the temperature was 110 degrees.
They also visited the Hoover Dam where a new
bridge was built that spans the Colorado River.
Although Las Vegas casinos were enticing they
managed to stay away but enjoyed some great
shows including one featuring the Jersey Boys. Sal
and Doris highly recommend adding the National
Parks to your “Bucket List” if you have not already
visited them.
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LADY Delores Starratt and Lady
Marjorie Tibbetts at the Potentates
Hospitality Room, Bangor, Maine.

THE ARAB PATROL AT THE ASSEMBLY AREA FOR THE NSA PARADE.

SAL AND LADY DORIS PRIVITERA IN UTAH.


