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Ayear a half ago, Charlesgate Yacht Club was introduced to the Shriners
pull tab program by Sharon Gale, a member of the club. Since that
time, the yacht club, located at 20 Cambridge Parkway, Cambridge, MA,

has been actively collecting pull tabs from cans to benefit the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund for Shriners Hospitals for Children.  

At the beginning of the project, then Commodore Richard Aldrich’s grand-
daughter, Elizabeth Aldrich, of Salem, NH, became interested in introduc-
ing the project to her school. She researched this project and presented it to
her principal who approved it to run for the school year. During this time she
placed collection buckets in each classroom with a prize to be awarded for the
classroom collecting the most tabs. She and friends diligently counted tabs at
the end of each week. By March she had over 50,000 tabs. Following an arti-
cle in the Eagle Tribune of Lawrence, MA, the project took on a life of its own.
Community members began dropping off boxes of tabs at her school and the
number more than doubled.  

On October 2, 2012, Charlesgate Yacht Club, represented by current
Commodore Richard Sargent, and Elizabeth Aldrich were recognized by
Paul Agostino of the Aleppo Shriners, Wilmington, MA, for an outstanding
project that collected in excess of 120,000 pull tabs.

Charlesgate Yacht Club Project
“Pull-Tabs for Shriners”

COMMODORE Richard Sargent,
Heather Aldrich, Elizabeth Aldrich,
and Paul Agostino, Chairman of the
Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation
Fund.

CERTIFICATE of apprecia-
tion presented to Commodore
Richard Sargent by Paul
Agostino.
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Shriners International is a fraternity based on fun, fellowship and the
Masonic principles of brotherly love, truth and relief. There are currently 194
temples located throughout the world, with approximately 310,000 members.
Men who wish to become Shriners must first join the fraternity of Freemasonry
and achieve the status of Master Mason.

THE basic organizational unit of the fraternity is the temple, which is gov-
erned by an elected board, known as the Divan. The Divan is headed by
a Potentate, who is the presiding officer of the temple.

All temples are subordinate to Shriners International Headquarters. The
Imperial Divan, the fraternity’s governing board, is headed by the Imperial
Potentate and consists of 13 elected officers. A new officer is elected to the
Imperial Divan each year. Every officer, except the Imperial Treasurer and
Imperial Recorder, moves up the “line” each year, eventually becoming
Imperial Potentate. The Imperial Treasurer and Imperial Recorder may be re-
elected.

Within each temple, there are also clubs and units for members with various
interests and hobbies. The fraternity may be best known for its colorful
parades, circuses and clowns - but there are also many other opportunities for
members. From leadership development and public speaking to networking
and special interests - there truly is something for everyone.

Shriners International’s best-known symbol is the distinctive red fez worn
by Shriners at official functions. The fez derives its name from the city of Fez,
Morocco, and was chosen as part of Shriners’ Near East theme. This theme
was developed in the 1870s by Walter M. Fleming, a prominent New York
physician, and William J. “Billy” Florence, a popular actor.

Legend has it that Florence discovered the Near East theme when he attend-
ed a party in Marseilles, France, hosted by an Arabian diplomat. When he
returned to the U.S., he explained the theme to Fleming, and the two men
began laying the foundation for the Shriners fraternity, which was officially
named the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and infor-
mally known as Shriners of North America. Today the fraternity’s name is
Shriners International. The first Shriners temple, Mecca Shriners, was organ-
ized in New York City in 1872.

As membership in the Shriners fraternity grew in the early 1900s, so did the
call for establishing an official charity. In 1919, the Imperial Potentate-elect
proposed establishing a hospital to provide free care for children with
orthopaedic problems. A committee explored the idea and concluded there
should not just be one hospital; there should be a health care system through-
out North America that provides pediatric orthopaedic medical care regardless
of the patients’ ability to pay. The first hospital opened in Shreveport, LA, in
1922.

Today, there are 22 Shriners Hospitals for Children®, 20 of which specialize
in pediatric orthopaedics, providing medical and rehabilitative services to chil-
dren with congenital deformities and conditions, problems resulting from
orthopaedic injuries, and diseases of the neuro-musculoskeletal system. The
health care system has the largest fulltime staff of orthopaedic surgeons in the
United States.

Shriners Hospitals for Children entered the field of burn care in the 1960s
after recognizing a lack of medical expertise in the field. The health care sys-
tem provides critical, surgical and rehabilitive care for children with varying
degrees of pediatric burn injuries.

In the early 1980s, Shriners Hospitals for Children opened the nation’s first
spinal cord injury rehabilitation centers specifically designed for kids. There,
patients receive long-term rehabilitation and intensive physical, occupational
and recreation therapies.

Cleft lip and palate is the health care system’s newest service line. This pro-
gram provides surgeries, orthodontic work, audiological, speech and psycholog-
ical therapies for children with this condition. Shriners Hospitals for Children
relies on the generous donations of Shriners and the general public to contin-
ue improving the lives of children.

Prospective members are encouraged to visit beashrinernow.com for more
information about Shriners International. Additional information is available
about the fraternity and hospitals at www.shrinersinternational.org,
www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org or by calling Shriners International
Headquarters at 813-281-0300.
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