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T its annual Conclave, “Dad” Ted Polonsky, Aleppo’s 2nd Ceremonial
Master, presented Massachusetts DeMolay with a check for $4,500
from the Nobles of Aleppo Shrine. This money was donated in response
to our yearly letter asking for financial support from Aleppo Nobles for the
youth organization.
This year’s Conclave was held from August 6-8 at Nichols College in Dudley,
MA. The annual weekend event includes the election of State Officers for the
following year, sports, education, eating, sleeping, brotherhood, and concludes
with the installation of the State Suite on Sunday morning. As shown in the
photo, this year’s elected and appointed officers include:
State Master Councilor David W. A. Abbott – Old Colony Chapter, Quincy
Deputy State Master Councilor Timothy Nogueira – Old Colony Chapter,
Quincy
State Senior Councilor Benjamin Studt – Gardner Chapter, Gardner
State Junior Councilor Daniel Lora, Jr. – Worcester Chapter, Worcester
State Marshal Winston Joseph – Middleboro Chapter, Middleboro
State Chaplain, Jacob Yanovich – Old Colony Chapter, Quincy
State Senior Deacon Brett Pelletier - North Shore Chapter, Peabody
State Scribe Eric Parsons - South Coastal Chapter, Marshfield
During Ted’s presentation, the DVD of this year’s “Hero Among Us” that was
highlighted at Imperial Session in Toronto in July was shown. All in attendance were moved by the work done by the Shriners Hospitals for Children.
“Dad” Polonsky then explained the Pull-Tab Program and issued a challenge
to every DeMolay chapter to begin collecting tabs following Conclave and ending at DeMolay Congress scheduled in March 2011. At that time, he will bring
a scale to weigh the tabs each chapter brings with them. The chapter with the
most tabs will receive $100 from “Dad” Polonsky for the chapter treasury to
use at its discretion.
Upcoming State events include the annual sports tournaments in ten-pin
bowling, candlepin bowling, basketball and softball, DeMolay University,
State Congress, and Awake-A-Thon. The State Officers are planning a dance
in December with proceeds designated for the Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund. In addition to regular meetings, chapters plan their own
events, attend meetings and installations of other chapters, and participate in
the State events.
DeMolay chapters are located in many cities and towns throughout
Massachusetts. If you have a son or grandson between the ages of 12 and 21
who is interested in more information, please contact the State office at 617426-6040, extension 4231. Information and events can also be found at
www.mademolay.org.
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Keeping Tabs at Lodge

N

OBLE Melvin Davis is one of the most active Shrine Masons at the
Aleppo Shrine, and a terrific supporter of the Shrine Hospitals. Mel
has been a Mason for 44 years and a Shriner for 43 years. He attends
several blue lodges, Ceremonials and other Shrine events whenever possible.
He is well known for his efforts in collecting aluminum tabs. At every dinner
he attends, Mel is the first one to get up from his meal to begin his quest to collect each and every pull tab to donate to the cause. Over the years, Mel has
been most active in the Needham area, a Past Master of Nehoiden Lodge as
well as Lodge Treasurer for many years. He also holds membership in Major
General Henry Knox
Lodge. This lodge’s membership requires members
to have served in the
Armed Forces. Brother
Davis served our country
during WW II in the
Army/Air Force. He volunteers every Monday at
the Shrine Hospital for
Children in Boston, doing
whatever is asked of him.
And, he always performs
his duties with a smile.
When he gets the chance,
Mel still plays golf at
Needham
Golf
Club
where he has been a
member for over 30 years.
Noble Mel Davis will be
89 years old in December.
We are all very proud of
him for his continued and
unwavering support of
Masonry and the Shrine.
Please wish him a Happy
Birthday when you see
him and thank him for all
that he does.
Pictured from left to right
are: Noble Mel Davis
handing pull tabs to RW
David P. Newcomb,
DDGM at a recent
Fraternal Visit to Bethhoron Lodge in Needham.

2010-2011 MASSACHUSETTS DEMOLAY STATE SUITE
Front: State Master Councilor David Abbott
Middle Row: State Junior Councilor Daniel Lora, Jr.; Deputy State Master
Councilor Tim Nogueira: State Senior Councilor Benjamin Studt
Top Row: State Scribe Eric Parsons, State Chaplain, Jacob Yanovich,
State Marshal Winston Joseph, State Senior Deacon Brett Pelletier.

ALEPPO 2nd
Ceremonial Master
“Dad” Ted
Polonsky presenting the check from
Aleppo Nobles to
State Master
Councilor Dave
Abbott.
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AST Potentate Illustrious Robert F.
Smith has been designated to receive
the Legion of Honor by the Supreme
Council of DeMolay at its session last June.
The Legion of Honor is the highest honor conferred on a Senior DeMolay for outstanding
leadership in some field of endeavor or for success in fraternal life, including adult service to
DeMolay. No one may apply for this distinction, and a nominee, or the membership of a
Chapter, must have no knowledge of the recommendation. Failure to observe secrecy in making this nomination subjects the nominee to penalty of not being considered. Nominations are
submitted to the Executive Officer, and if approved by the Executive
Officer, will be referred to DeMolay International, whose unanimous vote
is required to receive this honor.
The induction ceremony will be held in the Spring. Details will be
included in the next issue of Aleppo Shriners News.

Do you want to play the Bagpipe?
If you really want to learn to play the Bagpipe,
the Aleppo Pipe Band has an offer for you. We
can help you learn in the least time, at little cost.
The only basic cost is the price of the practice
chanter and your time. The Pipe Band supplies
the information and a person to coach you on a
weekly or bi-weekly period. You learn the rest at
home.
Bagpipe teachers can be expensive, especially
with four or more appointments a month. We will
start you on the right path, and with daily practice,
and weekly or by-weekly coaching, a surprising
outcome will occur. You will now be able to play
the practice chanter, read pipe notes (nine of
them) and go on to the next level, learning the
music. You will still need coaching at this level but
it’s part of the game.
You don’t need the cost of a Bagpipe as yet.
The Bagpipe is another phase of learning and
must be done in the right order. The Pipe Band
wants new members and this is a great opportunity for you as well as the Pipe Band. Welcome
aboard.
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