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Gardner Sure Knows How To
Throw A Birthday Party
By NICK MALLARD
SENTINELANDENTERPRISE.COM

ARDNER, MA – As far as birthday bashes go, the city of
Gardner's 225th celebration was one to remember.
Thousands lined the streets – and, in some cases, the
rooftops of the building along the way – for a parade celebrating
the 225th anniversary, shutting down much of downtown
Gardner and featuring hundreds of participants making their
way down Central and Parker streets.
Nearly 100 groups – ranging from local businesses to marching
bands to politicians – made their way through the 1.5-mile
parade route.
"It's great to see so many people and businesses that you know
coming out here for something like this," said Westminster resident Alan Bourgeois, who was enjoying the event with a dozen
family members. "We went to Westminster's 250th anniversary
parade last year, so we thought it would be fun to come here."
Bourgeois noted that the crowd, while huge, seemed to be having a great time and causing no problems.
"It just looks like everyone is having fun today," he said. "It's a
pretty good day for something like this."
Among the many participants in the parade were several
marching bands, including the University of Massachusetts
Minuteman Marching Band, the Middlesex County Volunteer
Fifes & Drums, Gardner High School Band and the Gardner
High School Alumni Band.
Multiple local businesses also incorporated music into their
floats as local musicians played as part of the displays.
Politicians also marched, most notably U.S. Sen. Scott Brown
and Lt. Gov. Timothy Murray, who shouted his message of
"Happy birthday, Gardner" multiple times.
Others marching in the parade included both past and present
members of the Gardner City Council and other city officials,
including Mayor Mark Hawke.
"I'm just glad there hasn't been a ton of politicians," said Gene
Akres of Rutland, who was present to see his son, who works for
the city. "They did a good job of not making it too political. There
has been a little bit of everything today."
For the spectators along the course, vendors set up shop at various points, selling beverages and food as well as typical parade
toys for children.
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A NEWSPAPER cutout was sent to
Illustrious Jeffrey Arnold from the
Gardner Parade by Leo Reponen, the
gentleman in the photo, who also happens to be a Past President of the
Gardner Shrine Club.

