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Aleppo Cycles News
By KEN AUSTIN

T’S been a busy summer for the Cycle Unit,
with parades from Wilmington to Braintree,
Somerville to Gardner and a few towns in
between. We also participated in the Aleppo
Shriners Football Classic in Foxboro and Aleppo
Ceremonials.
On Friday evening, June 4th, the Cycle Unit
hosted a Ladies Night to thank our significant others for their support at the Wildwood Steak House
in Marlborough. Eleven couples enjoyed a fine
evening of dining and camaraderie. Thanks to
Peter Simmons for putting it all together.
Our Annual Kids Picnic on June 19th was another great success. The bright, sunny day started
with our own Peter Bloom preparing 60 cups of
coffee to get everyone awake. At about eleven
o’clock, the bikes were fired up and a motorcycle
escort was provided to two busloads of children,
staff and family members from Concord Center to
the home of Dave and Laura Veo.
With a golf cart to provide transportation around
the property, our guests enjoyed the use of a
Bounce-House (Bruce…you’re not 12 any more),
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games of Frisbee, and visits with
the Veo’s several heads of cattle.
After a fine cookout of burgers,
hot dogs and all the accompanying
side dishes (thanks to our chef, Dave Ianelli), the
kids were treated to motorcycle rides through some
beautiful windy, tree covered roads.
As always, local fire departments are always willing to lend a hand. This year was no different, with
the Acton Fire and Police giving tours of their new
state-of-the-art equipment and presenting fire hats
to all the kids.
Late in the afternoon, our guests were loaded
back into their buses, with a ton of snacks provided
by our members for the hospital. After a quick
clean-up, the members, Ladies and guests of the
Cycle Unit enjoyed a steak and chicken BBQ. A
special surprise was announced by Second
Ceremonial Master, Ted Polonsky when he
announced that our own Past Potentate, Bob
Smith had been granted the DeMolay Legion of
Honor! Congratulations!
A big thanks to the Veos for again hosting this
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event and to Aleppo Clowns “Do-No” and
“Joko Koko” for providing comic relief
throughout the day.
The Imperial Session was once again a success, with the Cycle Unit taking 1st place trophies in Drill Competition, Slow Ride and Obstacle
Course. Congratulations on a job well done!
Hopefully, next time we’ll have our paperwork in
order so we don’t get hassled at the border. It’s
either that or learn Canadian, ehh!
Our Unit Room has been making tremendous
progress. The floor has been completed, the bar
installed and a large conference table and chairs
have been moved in. The maintenance area is being
cleaned up, shelves put up for our trophies and a
few surprises brought in just in time for our unveiling to the Divan in late October. Thanks to all of
the members who have put a lot of hard work into
making this an area we will be proud of for years to
come.
In closing, I’d like to leave you with this Biker
Prayer (author unknown) for all of our Cycle Unit
members and to all of our Brothers on two wheels:

Biker Angel be my guide
as I climb upon my scoot to ride.
Let your halo guide the way
and keep me safe from harm today.
Let your wings provide me the wind and air
and send it coursing through my hair.
Find for me a sunny place
and let it shine upon my face.
Keep the clouds and rain at bay
and keep me dry throughout the day.
Watch over my brothers who ride with me.
Keep them safe and close to thee.
Keep my wheels upon the ground
so I’ll return here safe and sound.
But should disaster be my fate,
guide me through to Heaven’s gate.
If I must join my fallen brethren
please show me the way to Biker Heaven.

Shriners Hospitals for Children®
Recognized By President of Mexico
N July 20, Felipe Calderón, President of
Mexico, publicly acknowledged the efforts
of Shriners Hospitals for Children® on
behalf of children injured in the fire at the ABC
day care center in Hermosillo, Mexico, on June 9,
2009.
The President, First Lady Margarita Zavala,
and Daniel Karam, director general of the country’s social security program, traveled to the city
of Hermosillo, nearly 1,000 miles from the capitol
of Mexico City, for this event. Guillermo Padrés,
governor of the State of Sonora, where Hermosillo
is located, and other dignitaries, were also present. In an outdoor ceremony at a local hospital,
replete with massive, tight security befitting the
presence of a head of state, the high-ranking government officials praised and thanked Shriners
Hospitals for Children® for invaluable support in
the aftermath of the tragedy.
More than 140 children were at the day care
center when the fire erupted; more than 40 lost
their lives and at least another 40 were hospitalized. Nine children, with burns covering from 17
to 80 percent of their body surface, were treated at
Shriners Hospitals for Children®–Northern
California, and three at Shriners Hospitals for
Children®–Cincinnati. At least five children were
in critical condition on arrival.
In the days following the fire,
medical
teams
from the Northern
California and Los
Angeles Shriners
Hospitals traveled
to Hermosillo to
assist local health
care
providers.
Later,
children
with injuries were
also seen at the
outreach clinics
that
Shriners
Hospitals
for
C h i l d r e n ®– N o r thern California
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holds in the area on a regular basis. As
is true for all patients of the health care
system, these children will be cared for
until they are 18, regardless of their
ability to pay for services.
Of the efforts of Shriners Hospitals
for Children®, President Calderón said,
“We are deeply grateful for their
prompt support.” He also said his wife
had followed the treatment, progress
and medical attention provided by
Shriners Hospitals for Children®, and
clearly the attention given the children
was “as if they were their own children,
and we are very, very grateful.”
Peter Armstrong, M.D., chief medical officer for Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, was on hand to accept a
beautiful plaque. In his remarks, Dr.
Armstrong shared some of the history of Shriners
Hospitals for Children®, including the development of its four service lines of pediatric
orthopaedics, burns, spinal cord injuries and cleft
lip and palate. He discussed the burn care programs at the Northern California and Galveston
hospitals, including their commitment to providing continuing medical education and practical
experience for physicians from Mexico. These
opportunities will be provided both in Mexico and
in the U.S.
Dr. Armstrong also expressed deep sympathy
for ‘the families affected by the tragic fire, reiterated Shriners Hospitals for Children® ‘s commitment to them, and thanked the Mexican government for the award.
Dr. Armstrong was most touched by President
Calderón’s comment that Shriners Hospitals for
Children® looked after the children as if they were
their own. While that is extremely high praise,
Dr. Armstrong said, “That is what Shriners
Hospitals for Children® does for every child we
treat. That is just what we’re all about,” on his
return to the organization’s corporate headquarters in Tampa, Fla.
Still, it was quite an honor to have that deep
level of dedication and commitment recognized by
a sitting president.

“This was a very proud day for Shriners
Hospitals for Children®,” said Dr. Armstrong. “It
is not often that a president of a country so publicly praises our organization.
It’s been said that good can come from tragedy.
While nothing will ease the pain of the families
who lost their children, perhaps they can find
some comfort in knowing that the Mexican government, together with Shriners Hospitals for
Children®, is committed to improving medical
knowledge of and care for burn injuries in Mexico.
The Mexican government is already funding two
one-year fellowships for burn surgeons at
Shriners Hospitals for Children®–Northern
California, in partnership with the University of
California, Davis, School of Medicine. The First
Lady of Mexico, Margarita Zavala, was extremely
involved in the development of this program. In
addition, discussions are underway with Mexican
Social Security officials about providing additional training in burn management for physicians,
nurses and therapists in Mexico.
“Shriners Hospitals for Children® looks forward
to continuing to work with the government and
relevant organizations in Mexico to improve the
health care of Mexican children,” said Dr.
Armstrong. “We share a common passion – to do
the very best we can to help children.”

