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WILMINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Fitchburg-Leominster Shrine Club
Well, John, Jon, & John, here we go again!
By JON BOWDOIN

ELL big thanks to the Nobles who made the Annual
Lobster Bake a huge success and fun for all. Carl
Whitney and family made the meal, Jack and
Herschel did the chowdah, Oscar Derderian, Jr. and Bob
on the raffle table, Bucky Buchanan for the prayers, Walter
Setzco and Bob Keogh the corner lemonade stand. And finally, we cannot thank Walter enough for the Fez Patrol duties
but, he is sad as he did not catch anyone, so he went penniless
for two years in a row.
Many thanks to Illustrious Jeff Arnold, our Energizer
Potentate, who has made these two years very special for us in
Fitchburg-Leominster. He has attended Blue Lodge, two lobster bakes, got the parade for us in Gardner, and an evening
meeting. Now he is planning on attending our next evening
meeting, as well as the Christmas party of the combined
Worcester County Shrine Club’s celebration in West Boylston.
And he still has a sense of humor and management tone.
Illustrious Arnold brought us up to date on happenings in
Wilmington, internationally, and in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts in general.
Yes, our most gracious Lady, Maribel, in Wilmington confirmed the date of August 17, 2011, at 5:30 pm, for us next year
to hold our Annual Lobster Bake with next year’s Potentate.
Nobles, we are being out done by non-members of the Shrine
in can tab collections. Artisan Lodge just gave us about one
hundred pounds to make over three hundred in 18 months,
the Fernald School custodian gave us about two hundred
pounds and I have not got one coffee can lately from us. We did
get one wheel that someone drove home on when the tire went
flat though.
We are floating ideas for the next lobster feast to include others who may be contemplating joining the Shrine and I need
feedback. In contemplating responses, remember this is our
number one fundraising function for the kids.
Now for our evening meeting. It will be held on the 19th of
October, 2010, at the Cornerstone Restaurant, Central Street,
South Leominster. There will be a choice of meals and no substitutes: fish, chicken, and beef will be the choices. You can call
John, Jon, or John for reservations at our numbers listed
below. Or you can email us at FLShrineclub@gmail.com. You
like that email address?? You said to let you know how memorable it would be and i think we succeeded. The Social Hour for
the evening will begin at 5:00 pm and the meeting will last
until 8:00 pm. At 6:00 pm the meeting will be called to order
and the waitresses will begin taking orders. That’s right, three
hours of being a fun group.
We are asking for a turnout in Worcester for the Columbus
Day Parade on Shrewsbury Street. So, bring your paper, pens
and pencils to the Worcester meeting to get the details first
hand. They did it for us, in Gardner. Thank you Worcester!
There will be a green Ford pickup truck at the Worcester
Shrine Club meeting parked on the south end of the Manor
Restaurant Parking Lot to contain those pull-tabs. Feel free to
open the hatch and drop them in. The Ford will hold three
quarters of a ton. If you feel you may put the weight limit in
jeopardy find one of us and we will take the overflow in stride.
Nobles and Divan! Thanks again for a memorable year to
date and may it continue.
Remember, with you all things are possible! And the kids
depend upon us for healing and mentoring.
John Bataitis 978-597-8776, Jon Bowdoin 508-904-7488,
John Johannsen 978-534-6201, or FLShrineclub@gmail.com

W

Club President, Bob Goodman, had a great get-together dinner for all paid up members and
for new members that joined the Neponset Valley Shrine Club. The dinner was held in the Fez
Room at the Aleppo Shrine Center and arranged by Director Bill Ball. Great food, attendance
was super for a small club (60 members and their Ladies).
The Annual Neponset Valley Shrine Club Potentates Reception and Luau also had great attendance again with over 286 people enjoying Chinese food. A total of $460 was raised for the
Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund by Aleppo High Priest and Prophet, Dennis
Reebel, and Aleppo Oriental Guide, Richard Doherty, who conducted the raffle of a set of bocci
balls donated by President Goodman.
Noble Dave Faulkner, formerly of the Boston Shriners Hospital, spoke on the support that we
all should give to the Boston and Springfield Shriners Hospitals for Children. Dave is now director of the Mass Bay Foundation and Institutional Advancement at MBCC in Wellesley.
The “Just Friends Bowling Club” president, Lenny Hillman, gave the Shrine Club a donation
for the Children’s Transportation Fund on behalf of the club.
The Club also honored Colonel Emeritus Charles Rivers, for his 25 years of service to Aleppo
and presented him with a beautiful plaque.
Illustrious Potentate Jeffrey Arnold took the floor and spoke about Aleppo and the Children’s
Transportation Fund, then President Goodman presented him with a check for the Fund.
During dinner and afterwards, Dick Fink and the Aleppo Swing Band filled the Fez Room
with music to help work off the extra calories on the dance floor.
Many thanks to Chief Steward Dave Tucker and his Stewards, Dick Fink and the Aleppo
Swing Band for their wonderful music, Chief Aide Bob Brown for his assistance, and the
Craftsmen for their help with the setup.

