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Shrine Club Clan #126
Save The Date!

The annual Hillbilly Party is on
Tuesday evening, August 27, 2013, in the
Fez Room at the Aleppo Shrine Center.

EVERYONE IS INVITED!

For details contact:
Curt Nitzsche at 781-944-3669.

Bunker
Hillbillies

How do you want to celebrate New Years Eve 2014? see page 18 for more details! 

THE annual Hillbilly Party will be held on Tuesday,
August 27, 2013 starting at 6:00 P.M. in the Fez Room at
the Aleppo Shrine Center. For a donation of only $10.00

per person, there will be sandwiches and a cash bar. A dona-
tion will be made to the Aleppo Shriners Children’s
Transportation Fund. Dress in jeans with either a hillbilly or
straw hat, and the Ladies, whatever is most comfortable.

The Hillbilly Shrine Club would like to invite any Shriner to
become a member of the Hillbillies.

Finally, we were pleased to colaborate with the Worcester
County Shrine Club again this year in sponsoring several
Nursing Homes as well as the Mercy School in Auburn to the
Circus. We provided them all with lunch and a gift and even
sent some Circus Cups to a Nursing Home who could not
arrange transportation to attend the Circus.

We are looking forward to seeing you all at the Party on
Tuesday, August 27, 2013. For reservations please call Curt E.
Nitzsche at 781-944-3669.

Bunker Hillbillies
Clan #126

RECENTLY we sat down with Victoria Krukowski
whose 3 year old son Andrew is an outpatient at
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Boston. Victoria

was very enthusiastic to share Andrew’s story and to
express her gratitude about Shriners.

Can you tell us about Andrew’s injury?
My husband Dennis and I adopted Andrew when he was

one, from China. He is now three. Andrew has a facial and
hand burn of unknown origin, as he was abandoned with
the burn as a tiny infant and was rescued by Chinese
police. He lived in an orphanage until his adoption.

How did Andrew become a patient at Shriners
Hospitals for Children—Boston?

Andrew became a patient when he arrived in the U.S.
after his adoption, in January 2013. Prior to his adoption,
we researched the best places in the country to come for
pediatric burn care. We chose Shriners Boston and applied,
and were approved for care before Andrew came home. We
were so very happy.

Do you have a favorite person at the hospital? Why
is he or she your favorite?

Sue Brogna, the staff photographer, always remembers
our names. Dr. Liao, our surgeon, is very kind hearted and
superbly talented at reconstructive surgery. The music
therapists are wonderful and Sandy Barrett, our Nurse
Care Coordinator, fre-
quently calls us at home.
She is very helpful and
kind.

Andrew’s infectious
personality touched our
team, as well as the rest
of the staff at Shriners
Hospitals for Children –
Boston. Andrew is a
reminder that through
our expert care and heal-
ing power our patients go
on to live productive,
happy lives despite their
injuries.

Andrew’s Story
By HANNAH JURGENS AND VICTORIA CRUZ

PUBLIC RELATIONS INTERNS

Need A Ride???
Often people fear the cost of an ambulance ride, but
most insurances cover most or all of the cost and the
fees may be waived for hardship. By going to a hospital
in an ambulance you are monitored by well equipped
professionals that are in contact with medical control
which is typically the receiving hospital and in most
cases the head nurse or Dr. in the emergency room. The
ambulance has already called ahead to make sure the
hospital is not on divert or other issue that may make
the choice of another location more suitable. The ambu-
lance crew knows the way to the hospital and once there,
you go right into the emergency room without delay.

You may think that the EMT's will force you to go if it is
a true emergency, this is not the case at all. We operate
under strict rules, unless the patient is unconscious or meets
the criteria for altered mental status we cannot force someone to
go. In fact EMT crews can face charges of kidnapping or battery so
they are always very careful that the patient has given consent to touch them and to trans-
port.

People being taken by others to the hospital take certain risks. They may not know the
way and get lost, it takes more time with no emergency equipment to go through red lights
if needed. Courts frown on people driving like emergency vehicles since they are more like-
ly to cause an accident and make a minor problem a major one with multiple injuries. The
person being driven to the hospital can suddenly get worse, pass out or go into cardiac arrest.
What was a controllable issue now becomes a panicked driver on the side of the road trying
to summons emergency services by cell phone.  

Worse yet is a person in complete denial that insists on waiting to see their own Dr. dur-
ing regular hours or drive themselves to the emergency room. The worst thing that can hap-
pen is you pass out at the wheel and your vehicle becomes an
unguided missile into innocent people.  

If you are not taken in by ambulance you typically have to
go through admissions and wait in a room unattended
by medical staff until ready to be seen, this is com-
pletely avoided by the ambulance crew.

Hopefully you or someone you know will never
need the services of an ambulance. If you do
listen to what they say, think your decision
through, don't be in denial and consider the
consequences to yourself and those around
you. Leave the driving to the profession-
als, that's what we get paid for.... Plus we
like to drive fast with the lights and sirens!! 

..... from page 13


