
THE Parade Season is underway and summer
finally made its (rather wet) appearance in
the Northeast - both things of which we await

anxiously as the calendar turns its pages towards a
new year. This year, as last, we have had some very
good turnouts at all of the events that we have par-
ticipated in. Others may have declined in prowess
but we, like the infamous Timex watches,  just keep
on ticking. Over the years that has served us very
well as it has fostered a sense of camaraderie
amongst us that is quite unique and has given us a
sense of collective purpose. We are about as dis-
parate a group as one can find with backgrounds
that span a wide spectrum and we are about as
unlikely a group as one can imagine but, through it
all, the band draws us together to help us better
pursue our commitment to the objectives of a com-
mon cause and that is what society and civility are
all about.

As mentioned before, we have participated in a
number of Parades and functions and have enjoyed
all of them and we are looking forward to continu-
ing that for the rest of the season. We are particu-
larly looking forward to participating at some new

venues this year and hope that more new venues
will be added in the future - variety is the spice of
life and we are a very lively group and manage to
spice things up in our own fashion as well.

The Parade Season started on a rather chilly and
windy day in Arlington, MA for their Patriots Day
Parade. Weather was clearly a factor in the less
than normal turnout that was observed but the
spirit of the day still prevailed and we hope that we

warmed up some of the spectators with our per-
formance which was well received. Last year
Arlington and the reception we received in our old
uniforms were instrumental in our changing our
uniforms and appearance. This year we did not
experience that same issue and have come full cir-
cle in our satisfaction that the new appearance is
more appropriate for the times.  

With logistics straightened out, we turned our
attention to the Newton, MA parade only to find
that many conflicts made it impossible for us to
participate in that event even though some of the
logistical problems we have had with the parade in
the past had been addressed this year. With the
logistical matters addressed, we are hopeful that
we may more fully participate in Newton next year
though we do wish that they would consider some
alternative scheduling for this event because there
traditionally are far too many conflicts (usually
conflicts brought about by the many
academic/school events that occur around this time
of year as well) with it. 

We also did our traditional Memorial Day double-
header with parades in Somerville, MA and
Wilmington, MA. The Somerville parade always
seems to get longer and longer each time we do it
even though that is not necessarily the case. We do
enjoy doing it regardless of its length and our per-
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CELEBRATING OUR 62nd YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM
From the First Thursday in January
To the Third Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com
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