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ATHER and son duo Matt and Rick Brodeur
of Fairhaven, Mass recently turned in 1000
pounds of aluminum pull-tabs to the Shrine

Club of Southeastern Mass which is the local
Shrine Club (local chapter of the Shriners) that
they belong to. The pull-tabs are used to benefit the
Aleppo Shriners Patient Transportation Fund
which provides free transportation to the Shriners
Hospitals from anywhere in the world to children
and their families. “Once they get to the Shriners
Hospitals for Children®, children up to 18 receive
the world’s best burn, orthopedic, spinal cord
injury, cleft lip and palette without any financial
obligation to the patients or their families,” said
Rick Brodeur.

Shriners International is a fraternity with
over 340,000 members based on fun, fellow-
ship and the Masonic principles of brotherly
love, truth, and relief (because all Shriners
must first be Freemasons). Shriners are a
premier fraternal organization for men of
good character. The Purpose of Shriners
International provides attractive, quality
programs and services for its members, their
families, and their friends in a spirit of fun,
fellowship, and social camaraderie.
Moreover, they foster self-improvement
through leadership, education, the perpetua-
tion of moral values and community involve-
ment. Finally, and most importantly,
Shriners serve humanity through the
resources of its philanthropy, Shriners
Hospitals for Children®.

The Shriner’s collect the pull-tabs for four
reasons; first, it allows others to help with-
out additional cost to them. Second, because
it allows people to help while keeping the
can, which they can still turn back in to
recover the full redemption fee. Third, by
recycling the aluminum, the Shriner’s are
being environmentally friendly (It requires
approximately 15% of the energy to recycle
the already refined aluminum rather than
mine new aluminum). Most importantly, it
also is another way to help kids receive
world class-care free of charge at the
Shriner’s Hospitals for Children®. The
Aleppo Shriner’s (the parent organization of
the Shrine Club of Southeastern Mass and 1
of the 191 state chapters of the Shriners
International Fraternity) have collected over
15 tons of pull-tabs and have raised over
$310,000 in a single year to provide trans-
portation to the Shriner’s Hospitals. The
Shrine Club of Southeastern Mass recently
submitted over 2 1/2 tons (about 5.8 million
pull-tabs to be recycled.

Matt and Rick collected these pull-tabs
from the 40+ locations that they have setup
throughout southeastern Mass where mem-
bers of the public can drop them off.
“Without the help of the many generous peo-

ple, business establishments, organizations, and
municipalities, this wouldn’t be possible, and I
want to let them all know how much their help
means to the Shriners and the kids we are able to
help because of them,” said Matt Brodeur. After
they collect these tabs each month, Rick takes the
time to painstakingly sort the steel- tabs out so the
aluminum tabs can be turned in for their value
based on the weight of the aluminum which is
based on the market value of aluminum.

Because their goal is ongoing, the Shrine Club is
asking for help from the public by dropping off pull-
tabs at any of the locations listed on their website
www.shriners 22.org keyword: pull-tabs. “It’s a
good service project for youth groups, community

organizations, and senior citizens, because it does-
n’t cost anything extra and it’s easy to do. In fact,
we have collection locations at most of the local sen-
ior centers and they love to help so much that they
are usually have the most pull-tabs each month.”
Rick explained proudly.

Members of the Shrine Club of Southeastern
Mass hope that with the support of the community,
they can continue to assure that children from all
over the world will receive the care they need
regardless of their financial status. For more infor-
mation about the Shrine Club of Southeastern
Mass, including to arrange the pickup of pull-tabs,
setting up a collection location, or Shriners
Hospitals for Children® patient referral informa-
tion goto www.shriners22.com, or call or 774 263
5018. Finally, questions can also be answered by
emailing them at info@shriners22.org.

Local Shriners collect a half ton of pull-tabs
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The Aleppo Membership

Committee would like Nobles

who are interested in becom-

ing Ambassadors to their Blue

Lodge to volunteer to inform

members of your Lodge of the

upcoming events being held at

and by Aleppo Shrine.
If interested and for more

information, contact Ted

Polonsky, 2nd Ceremonial

Master, at dadadted@aol.com.

WANTED
30 boxes containing 1000 pounds of pull-tabs.

ARK your calendars the Director’s
Staff is planning another country west-
ern night. It will be held on October 8th

the band Crisis will be playing along with
Michelle Jackson teaching line dancing. If you
were at the Potentate’s weekend this year Crisis
played on Friday night and did a great job. Here
is a chance for you to see them again. Please
come and join us on October 8th for a great night
of music and to raise money for the transporta-
tion fund.

The Director’s Staff would like to thank the
members and their families that helped make

the popcorn for the circus.
Kevin Misuraca,
Charlotte Misuraca,
Rich Bushee, Larry
Darling, Dan True,
Tori True, Sarah
True, Rich Gorman,
Dave Howard,
Caitlyn Kobrenski,
Sean Kobrenski
and Fred Santo-
suosso. Sorry If
any one was
missed. You all
did a great job
helping out.

See the ad on page 28.

Director’s Staff
Country Dance
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By RICHARD GORMAN

NTIL a few years ago, finding quality,
long-term treatment for kids born with
cleft lip and palate – one of the most com-

mon birth defects in the U.S. – was difficult. Then
Shriners Hospitals for Children® stepped in.

Every year approximately 5,000 children are
born in the U.S. with cleft-associated deformities.
This makes it one of the most common birth
defects in the U.S. – a fact that, even today, most
people do not realize.  But although it is a com-
mon and serious condition – associated with prob-
lems in speech, hearing and growth of the face –
cleft lip and palate can be corrected, so that kids
born with this condition can go on to lead happy,
healthy lives.  

Cleft lip and palate happens before birth, when
the tissue that forms the upper lip and roof of the
mouth fail to join together. Children born with
facial clefts can also have a number of interrelat-
ed problems with:

• Development of the brain, skull and facial
bones

• The structure of the ear and the ability to
hear

• The teeth and the ability to chew and eat

• The mouth and nose and the ability to
breathe and speak

Yet despite the frequency with which cleft lip
and palate occurs, proper care can be difficult to
obtain. Treating cleft lip and palate is a long-term
commitment, and reconstructive surgeries – of
which there can be eight or more – must be
staged with the child's growth in order to restore
the facial skeleton and functionality as complete-
ly as possible.

For these reasons, Shriners Hospitals for
Children® added cleft lip and palate to the health
care system's treatment disciplines in 2005.
Because children with facial clefts need care from
birth through adolescence, the program fits well
with the Shriners Hospitals for Children® mis-
sion of providing family-centered care until the
patient’s 21st birthday (and children who qualify
can be accepted for treatment up to their 18th
birthday).

Care for cleft lip and palate is currently avail-
able at Shriners Hospitals for Children® across
the U.S. including: Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati,
Houston, Los Angeles, Northern California,
Portland and Springfield. Each location offers the

multidisciplinary services needed for proper
treatment of cleft lip and palate, from  surgery
and orthodontics to hearing, speech and psycho-
logical therapies, along with a wide variety of
other, ongoing supports. 

Because children with special needs are often
excluded from normal childhood dental care –
which is critical for the successful treatment of
cleft lip and palate – Shriners Hospitals for
Children® has also partnered with the
Humanitarian Foundation of the Grottoes of
North America, a Masonic-affiliated fraternal
organization. The Foundation provides additional
financial assistance to qualifying patients who
need routine dental care. To date, this partner-
ship alone has helped more than 50 Shriners
Hospitals for Children® patients and their fami-
lies – and the Shriners Hospitals for Children®
cleft lip and palate program, nationwide, has
helped give hundreds of kids a brand new reason
to smile. 

Learn more about our work and about cleft lip
and palate, see how to refer a patient, or give to
help the kids who come to Shriners Hospitals for
Children®. 

Long-Term Treatment Holds Key to Cleft Lip and
Palate Care at Shriners Hospitals for Children®
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