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Antique Cars Provide
Modern Transportation
and Major-Fund Raising
By HERMES BOYATIS

N the January/February issue of Aleppo Shriners News, we described how
Bill Katsapetses used "the power of antique cars to help children in
need." Their treasurer, Bill described how members of the North Shore Old
Car Club raised $500 for the Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund
and $500 for the Ronald McDonald House.
All this happened at the Topsfield Fair Grounds. At the same site this year
on June 21 and 22, the fund-raising "drive" took place again. Bill was behind
the wheel of his 1931 Model-A pick-up truck, which he had restored in 2004.
"It was a good show," he said. "We-re still waiting to count the money."
We went on to ask about his Masonic and Shriners affiliations. "I was raised
in Jordan Lodge, Peabody and am a member of the Shriners Motor Patrol."
With cars and driving such "motor-vations" in his life, your reporter queried
about his first driving. "I learned to drive at 14, started using these skills at
15, and got my license at 16. All of this was safe because we lived close to the
woods in Peabody. I'm 67 now and I've been playing with cars ever since!"
He had brief service in the Coast Guard as Seaman First Class in 1959, but
nothing much happened. "I was never called to active duty," he commented.
At last we reached the pride and joys which outshone his auto adventures:
family. "My wife Jackie (O'Brien) and our two children, Nicholas and
Christa, and our grandson Alex. Bill's Greek heritage is dominant here as is
his dedication to driving.
We'll be watching him in parades, ceremonials, and other events. And we'll
be adding our dollar support!
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William Katsapetses with his 1931 Ford pick-up truck.

Rollin’ Out with the Transportation Unit
..... from page 1
a tractor are always ready to go whenever they may be needed. Anyone who
has been to the Auditorium on a non-event day has probably seen all the
Aleppo-branded vehicles parked outside; thanks to the Transportation
Unit, they are all in working order, or the Aleppo parking lot would have
to be rezoned as a salvage yard.
The Transportation Unit generally meets at Ceremonials, but there are
also a few social outings during the year. The bulk of the Unit’s work,
though, is what makes them special: as Capt. Norton so eloquently puts it,
“we are a group of individuals who genuinely enjoy serving the Temple and
helping the hospital patients.” In that capacity, the Unit has traveled to
Imperial Sessions all over the United States and Canada, and will be in
attendance at this year’s Imperial Session in St. Louis. A little closer to
home, the unit will be taking patients to the zoo and to a baseball game
over the summer.
So, if you think you might want to help out in a position that offers a lot
of opportunities for travel, this unit might be for you! If you have a
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL), which is a requirement in order to
drive the unit’s vehicles, and you want to do something to help Aleppo help
others, then the unit could use your assistance. Even if you do not have a
CDL, there are still things you can do with the Unit, such as working at the
Box Office on event days. If you have a CDL permit already, the Unit can
help you by giving you opportunities to practice driving. If you want to get
a permit, the Unit can point you in the right direction. Contact Captain
Mark Norton at 617-763-0328 for more details.

THE ALEPPO TRANSPORTATION UNITS’ INTERNATIONAL TRUCK
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Richard DeVincent won best of show with his 1957 Chevrolet
Convertible at the 2008 North Shore Old Car Club Topsfield Show.

North Fights Past South;
Sparks Leads Way with Pair of TDs
..... from page 17
to play.
However, the North regained possession on the next play. The North's defensive MVP, linebacker Craig Richardson (Malden Catholic), forced a fumble
while breaking up an attempted flea flicker. Teammate Michael
Mavropoulos of Reading recovered.
Although the South got the ball back just a minute later, it started some 70
yards from the end zone and never got going.
The South kicked off the scoring with a big play of its own at the 8-minute
mark of the first quarter. On third and long, a lofted pass was intercepted by
defensive back Darren Thellen. The Brockton player streaked down the sideline, breaking a few tackles on his way to pay dirt.
Early in the second quarter, the North took the lead for good, and in creative
fashion. A lateral to Chelmsford's Tim Rich drew the defense and the receiver, who quarterbacked his team to the Division 1A Super Bowl title, slung it
downfield to the fleet-footed Jesse Sparks. The Cambridge Rindge & Latin
player took it the rest of the way for a 72-yard touchdown.
Sparks struck again soon after, and locked up his team's Offensive MVP.
This one was simpler, though, as quarterback Michael Pierce of Andover
zipped a ball over the middle for the 62-yard pitch and catch.
Up, 13-6, at the half, the North extended its lead to 19-6 late in the third.
Capping an 82-yard drive, much of it done in no-huddle fashion, was an excellent 5-yard fade to the back pylon, thrown by Timothy Morrison of Billerica
and caught by Mark Dwyer of Woburn. The Tanners tight end had to use all
of his 6-foot-4-inch frame to snag the ball for the score.
The South closed the gap on a well-executed drive that began in the third and
ended with the first snap of the fourth quarter. Peter Bobseine of Duxbury
(the South Offensive MVP) fought off his defender for a 14-yard catch.
Bobseine and his quarterback, Franklin's Tyler Dow, connected three times
for 49 yards. An extra point by Paul Asack (Xaverian) finalized the scoring.
The other game MVP was awarded to South defensive back Derrick
Duquette from Plymouth South.

