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Thank You Road Runners Car Club

I

LLUSTRIOUS Ted Polonsky travelled to Tyngsboro, MA recently to attend the
monthly meeting of The Road Runners Car Club. The purpose of the visit was to present a plaque to the Club to show our appreciation for a donation they made to our
Transportation Fund.
The Road Runners have a car show every year to raise money for a worthy charity. Last
year the Club voted and chose the Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund for
its charity. They had a very successful event and donated all the proceeds to our Fund.
Illustrious Ted told the eighty or so members in attendance that Aleppo spends over
$300,000 annually to transport children to our Hospitals. Without donations like the one
the Road Runners made, we would not be able to get these kids the specialized care they
so desperately need.
Ted informed the group that just recently he had received a phone call asking if Aleppo
could fund transportation for two badly burned children in Honduras.
Because of the work our Nobility does, and donations from groups like the Road
Runners, Illustrious Ted was able to say “Yes, Aleppo has the funds to pay for the transportation.”
After the meeting, some of the members talked about how their donation went directly
(and quickly), to the cause it was intended for.
The Road Runners were also instrumental in helping to get our Car Show off the
ground last year. Club President Ron Roy gave us advice and contacts which allowed us
to properly advertise and run a successful Car Show. Car Club members even ran music
through their sound system, helped park cars, sold tickets, and helped judge the event.
Thanks to the Club, Aleppo is planning an even bigger Car Show this year.
The show will be held at the Auditorium on August 21st. Look for our Flyer in this
newspaper on page 36.
Thanks to the Road Runners,
Steve Eriksen
Car Guy

Noble Richard Skoczylas (Club Chaplain), Tom Troville (Club Vice President),
Ron Roy (Club President), Illustrious Ted Polonsky, and Past Pote Steve
Eriksen (Club member).
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A message from
H. Lee Kirk, Jr.,
FACHE Administrator

A

S I enthusiastically
begin my second year
as Administrator of
Shriners
Hospitals
for
Children-Springfield, I wanted to touch base with you,
our valued community partners in the care of children
and families. As health care
continues to evolve, the mission of Shriners Hospital
remains steadfast and true in
its commitment to providing
highest quality and safe care
to children, training future
clinicians, improving and discovering new clinical techniques, and transforming the
lives of children regardless of
a family's ability to pay.
H. LEE KIRK, JR.
Last year was a truly
remarkable year for the Springfield Shriners Hospital. In 2015, our
hospital cared for 8,138 children from throughout New England,
upstate New York, the United States and 25 countries around the
world. New patient referrals for 2015 increased by 11%, and we are
excited to inform you today about our 2016 -2020 Strategic Vision
for the next "90 plus" years, which was approved by the SHC Joint
Boards on January 18, 2016.
The Strategic Vision is to “reinvest” in our current core services of
pediatric orthopedics, spine, neuromuscular, chest wall deformity,
rheumatology and cleft lip and palate throughout the SHC
Springfield service area of Western Massachusetts, greater New
England, Upstate and Eastern New York and internationally. Our
Strategic Vision also plans for addressing more regional care needs
of children in fracture care, sports medicine and inpatient acute
rehabilitation.
We have begun first steps toward realizing our new strategic
vision through recruitment of additional fellowship-trained pediatric orthopaedic surgeons, including Dr. Prerana Patel, who has a
focus in complex spine and pediatric orthopaedics with an
interest/expertise in pediatric trauma and scoliosis. Dr. Rubini
Pathy will finish her second pediatric orthopaedic
fellowship this summer and join the SHC –
Springfield
team.
Dr.
Larry
Kaplan,
Developmental Pediatrician, also joined our team
in October, 2015. Enhanced collaboration and affiliations with our other northeast sister hospitals in
Boston, Erie and Philadelphia, and other regional
hospitals and healthcare systems is also a key
component of our Strategic Vision.
In 2009, the SHC organization made an important and strategic decision to begin submitting
health insurance companies. While this means
there are contractual and regulatory requirements, this organization does not create financial
barriers or hardships for families, or send families
to collection agencies or damage financial ratings.
In fact, 70% of the care provided last year in
Springfield was provided through proceeds of the
endowment fund, direct donations and gifts. There
is no other health care system in the United States
that provides this level of charity care.
We at Shriners Hospitals for ChildrenSpringfield greatly value and appreciate your support, through which we are able to provide access
to care for thousands of children each year, provide
training to future clinicians and discover new
ways to enhance the lives of children. Please contact me personally if I can be of assistance at 413787-2010 or lkirk@shrinenet.org. On behalf of the
SHC Springfield "kids," families and our incredible
team-THANK YOU!

To Shriners Everywhere!
By HERMES BOYATIS

Whenever the phone rings night or day
we are immediately on our way!
We fly or drive at great speed
for little wounded ones in great need.
From Nicaragua to Indiana,
Mexico to California,
they must have the meals that heal!
So Aleppo drivers or aviators,
forget your own breakfasts and shaving razors
and drive like blazers!
NOW is recruitment time,
far more important than this simple rhyme!

