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Raider Line-Up:
Quota Back – Roger Metcalfe
Full Back – Bruce Dickey
Center – Bill Arvirson
Wide Receivers – Larry Darling & Carl Ohlson

THE trailer needed some
cleaning and repair, but for
the most part the trailer

was sound. We began by empty-
ing it and disposing of any unnec-
essary items and thoroughly
cleaned it in preparation for
Atlantic Power Steam Cleaning to
come in. They steamed cleaned the
trailer top to bottom, inside and out-
side; they placed a tarpaulin on the
hot top and cleaned the rubber mat and all
the stainless steel equipment and utensils.

The fryolator needs to be replaced. The back step and
door were in bad condition, Bill brought the door home to
his sheet metal shop to rebuild it and fabricate a new rear
step. The rear right corner was damaged and the sheet
metal was jagged; it was straightened and a new corner
piece will be added. The rebuilt door was hung and a new
door lock was installed. The new rear step was added,
along with a hand grip on the side of the trailer.  The stick-
ers on the trailer where removed and the rust stains sand-
ed and spray painted. Hook eyes were installed on the
lower half of the trailer front and end so banners can be
attached and easily removed be removed and stored for the
following year. This would make the trailer more present-
able and eliminate scraping stickers and repainting. The
brackets that support the swing up canopies where rein-
forced. With proper care, after the circus ends, the trailer
should last for many years.

Roger’s Raiders Rescue
Fried Dough Trailer

WE sat down with Tom D’Esmond as he
reflected on his nearly 10 years as the
Administrator of the Boston Shriners

Hospital. Tom will retire May 1st. The
Shriners family will miss him greatly.

What is your favorite memory from
your years at Shriners?

Oh there are so many. It’s hard to list them
all. It was initially an adjustment for me
because I didn’t come from a burns hospital; I
came from an orthopaedic hospital. At first
people were kind of wondering why someone
without a burns background was brought in as
administrator. Some of the first memorable
occasions were the town hall meetings where
people could come and sit and stare as if to say
“Who is this guy?”

Some of my favorite times were when staff
and patients and families all came together -
our 40th anniversary, our walks, everyone
dressed up on Halloween and so many fun
events around the holidays. It’s what happens
inside the hospital…seeing the kids grow up
and improve right before your eyes…to see the
healing, it’s the remarkable little miracles.
I’ve said it often - we’re very serious about
what we do but we try to enjoy it. We spend so
much time together and we are family. We cel-
ebrate each other and we’re here in times of
tragedy and in times of healing.

What is the moment of which you’re
most proud?

I would say making it through the first year
and seeing changes here in the hospital. The
board of governors didn’t interview me for the
job and the hospital at that time was going
through changes. We made it through as a
family during this tenure, through some posi-
tive and not so positive changes. Being a part
of the ongoing success and understanding that

there is a very rich future for the hospital,
those are the things I’m most proud of.

What will you miss the most?
Absolutely the people. I love the people and

I love the job. The beauty of this hospital is
you can easily learn the first name of every
employee and that brings you to a comfort
level of being a friend and a colleague. The
level of professionalism and the commitment
to the kids here is truly priceless.

What would be your hope for Shriners
in the future?

My hope for this hospital is that it continues
to expand in different service areas where
there is clearly a need for patients. To lever-
age what we’ve already accomplished in 45
years of treating burns but to add to that in
other areas in expertise, in research, in educa-
tion. If we maintain that then I believe we will

Shriners - Boston Prepares to Say
Goodbye to Beloved Administrator

By THE SHRINE VINE

continued on page 13


