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99 Fordham Road
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STATED BUSINESS
MEETING

Saturday, June 4, 2016 at 8:50 a.m.

ALEPPO SHRINE CONFERENCE ROOM

STATED BUSINESS MEETING

Reading of the Recorder’s records.
Act on any other business

that may come before the order.

Ernest A. Pearlstein Theodore Polonsky
Recorder Illustrious Potentate

Legion of Honor News
By JOHN BOHLING

By TOMMY  CARROLL                                                                                                

Iam writing this while the first real snow of
the season whitens what was a clear land-
scape. Can you believe it? February with bare

ground!! Nobles, raise your kid to be a weather-
man. Oops, weather person!! What a job,
no matter how badly you perform your
function, there is someone who benefits
from your errors. Also I have always won-
dered how many of these “pundits of precipi-
tation” actually have a degree in meteorology?
Anybody know? Oh, sorry Mr. Groundhog, that
isn’t aimed at you.

As far as Legion highlights, we have Dan
Schuldman back in the Commanders seat.
This will be his third time around as we try to
right the ship. Let’s all give him our support;
thanks Dan.

It also looks like we will be able to make some
updates on our trailer.

We are also continuing our service to the Provost Guard
with their parking duties and can still use any able bodies. Special thanks
to Larry Jaffee who still holds the trophy for long distance assistance, as
he travels all the way from Worcester to help. That is, if we can supply him
with a particular type of doughnut!!

On a sad note for me, I was sorry to see the recent passing of Yogi
Berra. It was always fun to use some of his famous quotes in my articles.
Yogi, you will be missed. It will be a long time before we see one another.
I guess when he came to the fork in the road he took it. Farewell pal.

See you next time.

HI Folks: Well I just wanted to thank our
new addition to the Provost Guard, Mr. El
Nino. He's responsible for all the good

and decent weather we are having out there dur-
ing the parking. I see he's had an impact on all
the other units, because they walk past me, say-
ing what a nice day it is.

The Ceremonial is gone, so best wishes to the
new Potentate and former Provost Guard Lt.,
Theodore Polonsky; may your tour be faultless.
Also, our own C. “Nepo”  Trepanier was appoint-
ed “Captain of the Guard.” We also saw a friend of
the Guard, Chet Paris coming off major surgery, and
he looked marvelous.

A great time was had by all at the reenlistment dinner.
It's one of the few times we get to see a lot of men we don't see during the year,
for many different reasons. But, for us we got to see our own and the return of
the great Kenny Howe, who also looked terrific, and was there to receive his
new fez, Chief Emeritus of the Provost Guard, after 25 years. We love you Ken!
Also, the new Chief C. “Nepo” Trepanier, received his new fez.

We would like to welcome our newest member of the Provost, Paul Watts
who took his third degree in Scimitar
Lodge, and then three days later became a
Noble at the Ceremonial. 

Again, a big thank you to our partners in
crime, the Legion of Honor, thanks fellas.

It takes a special person to be able to
work in some of the weather we endure in
New England: Whether it is blazing hot in
July and August, or freezing cold with
wind and snow in January. If you are a
person who likes the outdoors in all kinds
of weather, we can use you in our Unit.
The obligation of being a member of the
provost is that you are expected to attend
a minimum of 40% of all Tours of Duty. If
this would fit you, please give Chief Em.
Ken Howe a call.

Chief Em. Ken Howe: 774 - 313 - 0651
Lt. Tommy Carroll: 781 - 771 - 3130

Provost Guard

Iwas born in 1985 in Bogota, Colombia, and came into this world with-
out legs. My condition is called congenital amputation of lower limbs
above the knee. In Colombia during the '80s, there were no prosthetic

advances and my parents were
very aware of the amount of help
that my condition needed and the
challenges they faced. My dad
thought I would be in a wheel-
chair all my life. But that didn’t
happen because I was accepted
as a patient at Shriners
Hospitals for Children in
Springfield, Mass. – an experi-
ence that would mold my life for-
ever. 

As a 2-year-old in my mother’s
arms, I crossed the threshold of
the hospital for the first time. It
was a different building back
then, but all those who worked
there did so with love. Over the
years, I had many surgeries,
treatments, and therapies that
enabled me to walk on bilateral
prostheses, moving first with a
walker until I was ten and eventually using canes. 

Once, I stayed at the hospital for more than a year following a few sur-
geries. Another time, I had to stay in a cast from the chest down for six
months. Imagine me, a child far from his home, uprooted from his family,
who found another home and family within Shriners Hospital. All those
years of surgeries and therapies I can only remember with love and grat-

itude. From 1988 to 2005 I was a
patient, and never can I recall this
with any bleakness or coldness. 

I am fortunate to have received a
Fulbright Scholarship that enables
me to be part of the graduate pro-
gram in writing for screen and
stage at Northwestern University
in Chicago. Thanks to Shriners
Hospitals for Children, I have legs
and can walk because of their lov-
ing, life-changing work that helped
me through almost 20 years of
being their patient. In fact, if I ever
get to sell a script in Los Angeles,
the first thing I will do will be to
make a donation to the hospital
that gave me legs; the hospital
that was essential in building the
‘complete’ man I am today…I
would be remiss if I did not thank
all the people who support the mis-
sion of Shriners Hospital – thank
you for your donations – you too,
have contributed to my life.

Shriners Hospital, My Legs, and Me
By PEDRO CASTILLO

FORMER PATIENT, SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN — SPRINGFIELD 


