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For some strange reason, though we look for-
ward to the commencement of new calendar
and Shrine years, lately we have done so with

a bit of trepidation as it seems that each new year
brings with it both challenges and opportunities.
We relish in the opportunities but some of the chal-
lenges have unfortunately taken the form of the

departure of some of our Members or their signifi-
cant others to the realm of the Eternal Oriental
Band. Regrettably, this year was no exception, as
we were informed of an early January visitation of
the Black Camel to the family of band member, Al
Richards, and the subsequent escorting of his
wife, Eleanor, to the Eternal Oasis. Eleanor was a

charming, fun, and spirited
lady who always kept us
amused with her attendances
at our various functions and
who, over the past few years,
valiantly struggled with vari-
ous health issues and, up to
the end, never let them get her
down. She was a candid and
outspoken person and a joy to
be with. We will all miss her.

Winter is traditionally spent
attending to some of the more
mundane but still necessary
aspects of our efforts. Practices
continue and things gets dust-
ed off and cleaned up or
repaired in preparation of the
upcoming Parade Season
which we always look forward
to. 

We had the pleasure of per-

forming at the January 25, 2014 Ceremonial and,
again, congratulate the new Divan line on their
installation. By the same token we took some
pride in the performance of our fellow Band
Member, Ill. Dennis Reebel, over the past year
and congratulate him as well on a year well done
and it was nice to hear similar sentiments from
others. We also encourage Dennis to wear his new
Past Potentate Fez with pride because we feel that
he earned the right to do so. Finally, we respect-
fully remind Dennis that the band still practices
on Thursday evenings and hope that he will find
the time to attend some of those sessions (and will
eventually learn how to play that musette).

Over the past 20-plus years, things have
changed for the band in many directions; but
through it all we have managed to survive and
maintain a reasonable semblance of acceptability.
In order to continue that in the future, we would
hope that some will make their way to our band
room and partake of the pleasures and joys of
being a band member - the more the merrier.
As usual, the entrance to the tents of our oasis

always remains open to heartily and warmly
receive any Nobles who, in their deserts of indeci-
sion, are searching for a Unit to join. In return for
a lifetime commitment of yourself to the band, we
offer an experience of fun and camaraderie that
cannot be matched anyplace else. Come by and see
what it is all about. 

In the meantime, please be reminded that the
most current band news and videos may be found
at our website which is frequently updated. We
hope that you will enjoy our website and its various
links and that you will return to it frequently for
updates. The website is located at the first address
below and our YouTube site (which includes the
videos) is found at the second address below:

http://www.oband.mysite.com

http://www.youtube.com/aleppoorientalband

SHALOM,

CELEBRATING OUR 63rd YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM
From the First Thursday in January
To the Third Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE


