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THE Aleppo Clowns were strongly represented again at this year’s
Northeast Clown Institute (NCI) held in Plymouth Ma at the Radisson
Hotel Plymouth Harbor. A record-breaking 25 Aleppo Clowns came with

their wives, girlfriends and kids for a weekend of fun and clown education. The
hotel was alive all weekend with 230 colorful clowns and their lively talents
and antics.  

The weekend began on Friday at noon with registration and the traditional
opening ceremony. The guest speaker was Marjorie McKittrick from the
Shriners Hospital for Children who spoke about our world class hospitals and
the state of the art care provided by the Shrine. Afterwards, the joeys scattered
for clown classes which were held throughout Friday afternoon and all day
Saturday. Instructors from all over the country held classes in make-up, cos-
tumes, clown shoes, skits, balloon sculpting, magic, props, parading and lots
more.

We the directors and officers that make up the Northeast Clown Institute
would like to especially thank our Illustrious Potentate Jack Grant and the
Divan Officers for their continued sup-
port year after year to allow us to use
our Temple bus, in doing so made it
possible for so many of our Shrine vis-
itors located over North America to
visit our Shrine Hospital for Children
in Boston. 

A tip of the Fez to Noble David
“Hightower’’ Sullivan for a well pre-
sented class on the bus to and from the
Hospital. We are pleased to have one
of the Hospital Board members on our
team who always has great facts and
information to share.     

Some of the Clowns, under the rules
of the college, qualify to be in the com-
petition, and Matthew “Dusty”
Brodeur placed 3rd in the Character
category, while Scott “Snarfie”
Lakin placed Top Ten in Auguste category. Well done to all.

We also need to congratulate Matthew “Dusty” Brodeur and Richard
“Hoppy” Brodeur for the attainment of Master Clown status, and Scott
“Snarfie” Lakin for completion of Craftsman Clown.  

We would like to thank the members of the Aleppo Clowns that took the time
and effort to learn a little more so you all can be the mentors for others that
come along we had a wonderful weekend full fun and friendship.

The Northeast Clown Institute is the largest clown school in the United
States, attracting an average of 200 registered students. In addition, many
others stop over the three day weekend to renew friendships and to take
advantage of the busy vendor mart. It’s a fantastic clowns’ get-together with
smiles gleaming on hundreds of faces.

The International Shrine Clowns Association 1st Vice President, Mark
“Buzzy” Burgad travelled from his home in South Dakota to participate in
the festivities. Also, Megan Johnson travelled from her home in Federal
Way, WA. Megan is known as “Lollypop the Clown” and she was here for the
third time as a clown student. Others came from West Virginia, Georgia,

Florida and elsewhere. Of course
every New England state was repre-
sented.

Aleppo Temple’s very own Jim
“Buttons” Sickles retired as
President after 18 years and was pre-
sented with the honor of President
Emeritus. Ed “Pea-Pa” Dowling
was elected President to replace Jim.
One of our award winning Clowns
from the Cape, Butch Thrasher, was
in attendance; he has a long history of
supporting the NCI and being one of
our best instructors. Thank you
Butch! 

Megan Johnson is an ambassador
for the Shriners Hospitals, and she
travels all over the country as an
inspirational speaker.  Her efforts on
behalf of Shriners Hospitals and for
the homeless in the Seattle area have
earned Megan numerous awards and
recognition.  The Institute is honored
again with her attendance, and she
always brings her warm smile and
bubbly personality.  

Congratulations to the staff of the
Northeast Clown Institute for yet
another awesome and memorable
weekend.
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