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WHAT is the Rag Top Unit’s Roger
Metcalfe doing these days? Circus prepa-
ration of course!  Roger is not only the

Unit’s First Lieutenant; he has stepped back into
the role of Circus Chairman for the 2012 Aleppo
Shriners Circus. This is not unfamiliar territory as
he was the Circus Chairman for the 2008, 2009
and 2010 circuses. From the concession foods
served to the novelty toys sold, he is responsible
for it all and the preparations start months in
advance.  

In addition to all of the hours he puts in oversee-
ing preparations for the Circus, Roger is very
involved in the Tab Program helping to collect and
recycle millions of aluminum tabs and cans for the

benefit of the Aleppo
Shriners Children’s
Trans portation Fund.
He spends countless
hours volunteering his
time at Aleppo.  

In 1969, Roger be -
came a Mason as a
member of Friendship
Lodge in Wilmington,

MA. He joined
Aleppo in 1987 and
the Rag Top Unit in
1998.  Roger enjoys
being a member of
the Rag Top Unit
where he partici-
pates in num erous
parades throu ghout
the year as well as
fundraising events.  

He has been married to his Lady Marge for 48
years and together they have three children and
four grandchildren. Roger and Marge live in
Wilmington, MA and spend summers on the Cape.
They enjoy traveling and have joined Aleppo at
several events including the Northeast Shrine
Conventions, Potentate’s Ball Weekend,
Ceremonials, and Imperial Sessions in places such
as Denver, CO, Toronto, Ontario and Halifax,
Nova Scotia.

Roger would like to thank all the Nobles and
their ladies, family and friends who volunteer to
help make the Circus a success and he’s looking
forward to another great year.

Rag Top Unit Member - Roger Metcalfe

South Shore Shrine Club Celebrates the Big 5-0

Hello Nobles!
Congratulations to our new Potentate Illustrious Peter A. Simmons, your

Installation was fantastic! It’s not every day we get to see our new leader ride
in on a Camel. The crowd and Guests loved it.

Another great year at Aleppo with Illustrious Jack Grant, the Parade sea-
son has come and gone with many happy miles and entertained crowds which
made our efforts worthwhile and fun as well as the opportunity to help our
patients at the Hospitals. We still have a couple of shows to man the box office
at the auditorium and it’s time to get ready for our first parade of the year in
Scituate on March 18th.

Some work needs to be done on the trailer, lights and brakes, and Nobles
Steve and Teddy have been working on the tractor oil pressure problem and
the trailer pigtail. We are eagerly anticipating the trip to Charlotte with sever-
al Units for the Imperial, it should be fun.

Past Capt. Winson Snook is back and better than ever after hip surgery and
Noble William McDonald is also doing well after knee surgery, keep up the
good work.

We are planning for our Unit get
together, the St. Patrick’s Day party
was one thought but there are other
good ideas.

Congratulations to Noble Rick
Nighelli on being appointed Lieu -
tenant at the Reenlistment Dinner. 

We are looking forward to another
“Great Year With Illustrious Peter
Simmons.”

Yours in The Faith
Capt. Mark H. Norton

Aleppo Transportation Unit
By MARK NORTON
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stolen somewhere in East Weymouth near Legion
Field for a short time until Noble Charlie Pace Jr.
took it over and housed it at his property in
Whitman. He was considered our main operator and
chief mechanic on old Nelly-Bell for 10 years. A few
of our Nobles refinished and repainted the old tee to
make it look like a new-old vehicle.

A couple of members would take the engine to
some of the schools in the Weymouth area, giving
school kids a ride, and raising some funds for the
Club and to maintain the truck. The truck was
entered in various parades on the South Shore,
including the Winterfests in Whitman for a few
years, Whitman’s 350th anniversary, and the
Duxbury 4th of July parades from 1999 thru 2010.
Due to storing old Nelly-Bell over the winter months
outside, needing constant upkeep, our Club was
forced to sell the old girl.

I was told our Club started meeting at various
restaurants in the local South Shore area including:
Ridders Country Club in Hanson, Buddy Hackett’s
in Pembroke, the Old Hitching Post in Hanson,
Bernardo’s in Hanson, at various Masonic Lodges
and presently at the Hearth N’ Kettle in Weymouth,
usually on a Friday, three times per year. Our
Potentate’s Reception is also held either in July or
August at the Hanson Athletic Association Club in
Hanson.

Finally, after all this, our Illustrious Potentate
made his brief statements on commitments of
Aleppo and thanked the Club and Officers for the
invitation to the Club’s 50th Anniversary.

In other news, President Freden had coordinated
a Transportation Fund drive in November 2011 at
the Independence Mall in Kingston, MA. Those who
participated were: Pres. Freden; 1st VP Daniel
Marchando; Treasurer, Charles F. Pace; Charles
E. Pace; Shawn Macleod; Wor. Paul C. Wally,
Wor. Daniel Corishia; Vic Moulton; and Mike
O’Mara.

Happy New Year to all, and thank you for helping
to make the past 50 years of the Club so special.
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SOUTH SHORE SHRINE Club Vice President
Daniel “Butch” Marchardo and President
Bruce “Swede” Freden, doing the honors and
cutting the anniversary cake.


