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WITH 65 ladies and a few gentlemen pres-
ent, the 2012 Potentate Ladies Luncheon
was held on January 28, 2012 at Café

Escadrille in Burlington MA. Hand-made cupcake
pin cushions were given to everyone who attended.

By all accounts, it was moving, fun and a success.
Lady Karen gave a speech on how we as Shriner s
should help children live the life THEY envision.
Following her, was Tim Luttrell a Kora Noble and
Board member of the Springfield Shriners Hospital
and Tim spoke about how he met the luncheon’s
guest speaker, Caitlin Bazinet and then intro-
duced her to the attendees. Her story was moving
and she is forever greatful for the staff at Shriners
Hospital in Boston as well as Springfield.

Also in attendance was Daniel Happy and his
mother Millie Duchat. Danny was the guest
speaker later in the day at the Installation of
Aleppo officers for 2012.

Stepping Stones to Helping Children
Live the Life THEY Envision
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need to be overcome along with all the negative connotations associated with
them. A great deal of wasted energy is spent focusing on the negative, with
negative mindsets like, "I can't," "I won't,” or, “that’s the way it’s always been
done.”

Peter and I choose to see challenges as stepping-stones. We see them as
opportunities that we have encountered along the way that allow us to "step
up" so we can achieve more, develop ourselves further and ultimately, realize
more of our goals!

Together, he and I would like to create a vision where Aleppo becomes syn-
onymous with excellence, innovation, honor and integrity. Those are the four
cornerstones to our success. If our vision is simple, yet goal oriented -- then we
will have turned defining our vision into a stepping-stone, one that we can use
to reach even greater heights.

The stepping-stones at Aleppo are here. Our results attest to this, our work
ethic confirms it and our vision upholds this. 

Time marches on... steadfast and determined. We must learn to accept it, -
and then live each day as if it were our last.

I encourage you to choose to see each day as a gift and not as a right that is
so often taken for granted. 

If, like the young patients we serve at our hospital, you aim to cherish each
day - everyday - then slowly, but surely, the things that really matter will
make their way up through the noise and the chaos of today’s frenetic pace.

We will start seeing there really are things worth striving for and fighting
for, despite setbacks and potential failures.

Each and every one of the kids I've met in the 6 years I've been in the Divan
have been incredible spirits who, when life presented a challenge, they chose
to live their life the way they wanted to, according to their vision. THEY are
my heroes! As they do, we must embrace the successes, persevere through the
failures and strive for a life less ordinary. Fight for it and insist upon it,
always.

Aleppo is not perfect and we'll keep working on that. We certainly have our
moments. But underneath it all - we think we're all kind of special!

In closing, I want to borrow a quote from President John F. Kennedy that
when altered ever so slightly, summarizes our mission and our responsibility
to the children we serve everyday:

Ask not what Aleppo can do for you – ask what you can do for Aleppo.
Thank you.


