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CHIEF Kenneth Zeller of the
Aleppo Fire Brigade is pleased to
announce that following promo-

tions: Captain Earl Bethune;
Lieutenant John McLellan; Lieutenant
Ray Johnson; and Lieutenant Bob
Johnston. Congratulations Nobles!

The Aleppo Fire Brigade would like to
say "HELLO" to all the snow birds down
is sunny Florida! We all wish we could be
there with you!

The Aleppo Fire Brigade would like to
wish the best to Nobles Phill Zeller, Joe
Melisci, Steve Drubnis, Henry
Brown, Scott Kaufman, Carl Ohlson,
Sr., and Bob Morris. We hope to see you
soon!

NOBLE Harlan J. Woods, Jr. is a familiar
name to attendees of our Ceremonials. He is
always thanked at the end of the First

Section as Director of the Ritualistic Degree Team.
However, there are many things that you may or
may not know about him, and as he is now the
Second Ceremonial Master (and newest member) of
the Aleppo Divan, it is high time that we all got to
know him just a little bit better. He is a very laid-
back and unassuming person, and even I was sur-
prised at the level of his accomplishments, because
he is very much the type of person who does what
he does strictly for the sheer enjoyment and sense
of fulfillment he gets from it.

Harlan was born April 23, 1953, and has been
local to Wakefield all his life. After attending
Wakefield schools, he went to night school at
Northeastern, earning a degree in
Mechanical Engineering. He and
his wife Cathy were high school
sweethearts, have been married
for 38 years, and have three
daughters and four grandchil-
dren.

Professionally, Harlan first
started out in the shipping
department of a family-owned
engineering firm, and worked his
way up to head engineer. He cur-
rently is the Principal Engineer
for Textron (formerly AVCO),
where he has worked for 30 years
on mechanical designs for mili-
tary applications. He holds three
US patents and one European
patent, all having to do with
metal matrix composites for a
next-generation aircraft. As he
puts it, “We were in competition
with GE, Pratt & Whitney, and
Allison Engine Company (now
Rolls-Royce Corporation, a sub-
sidiary of Rolls-Royce North
America) to design a metal matrix
composite. We won the contract largely because I
didn’t know what I didn’t know, and succeeded in
creating what was needed because of that lack of
constrained thinking. Unfortunately, what we cre-
ated was about ten years too early and far too
expensive, so it never saw production.”

As was mentioned, Harlan is best known as
Aleppo’s Director of Ritual. He has been a member
of Aleppo since 1996, but his Masonic career goes
back even further than that. Harlan first got
involved in Masonry because of his wife, Cathy,
who, while looking for something for Harlan to do
besides work all the time, spoke with some mem-
bers of the Men’s Club of the church she and
Harlan attended. The end result was that Harlan

was raised in Lynnfield (now Lynnfield-Zetland)
Lodge in 1989. Harlan also has a family connection
to the Craft: his uncle is a member in Maine, and
very recently Harlan came to find out that his
grandfather was also a member, having signed the
bylaws of Mount Scopus Lodge in Malden in 1921.

In Lynnfield Lodge, Harlan served as Master in
1995-96, Chaplain from 1997-2006, and belatedly
as Tyler for this year (as the usual progression in
that lodge is Master – Marshal – Tyler). He also
served as Master of Converse Lodge in Malden in
2005, and District Deputy of the 4th Masonic
District in 2006 and 2007. He is currently in his
first year as a Grand Lecturer of our Grand Lodge,
and serves on the District Deputy Resource Team,
whose responsibility is to train the new District
Deputies every fall.

Harlan is also active in the appen-
dant bodies of Masonry. He is a mem-
ber of Waverly Royal Arch Chapter,
and is an honorary member of royal
Arch Chapter of the Tabernacle in
Malden. In both chapters, he has
served for several years as Principal
Sojourner (which is the equivalent to
Senior Deacon in Lodge, and carries
the same amount of heavy ritual
work). He has not yet gone further in
the York Rite, but plans to do so. In
the Scottish Rite, he has been an
appointed officer of Giles F. Yates
Council, Princes of Jerusalem, and
currently serves as a worker for both
that body and Boston Lafayette
Lodge of Perfection, both located in
the Valley of Boston.

That is all well and good, but as
this is the Aleppo Shrine News, we
would be woefully remiss if we did
not spend some time talking about
Harlan’s time with us. As was men-
tioned, Harlan became a Noble in
1996, at the Ceremonial which saw
Ill. Richard Cornwell, PP first

assume office as Illustrious Potentate of our
Shrine. Noble Harlan joined the Shrine for several
reasons, and as he tells it in his own words:
“Fundamentally, it’s about the kids. I love what
Shriners do for children, and I love being part of
that. However, there were some other factors –
there were several Brothers whom I greatly respect
that were active in the Shrine, and that would be
Nobles Charles Austin, Carl Wold, Jr., and Ed
Sherman III. So there was that connection for me.
I also love how Shrine is very self-actualized – if
something needs to be done, it is very easy to go out
and do it.”

Harlan at first thought he wanted to be a Clown,
but he felt that “being a Clown is difficult for sever-

al reasons, and I wasn’t
sure at the time that I
could do it.” Instead, he
found himself drawn to
many aspects of the
Ritualistic Section. Ill.
Cornwell asked Noble
Woods if he wanted to do
the Shriner’s Creed,
which he did, and later,
Harlan took over the Fez
Lecture from Noble
Charlie Holman. “That
was difficult,” Harland

recalls. “Charlie had been doing that lecture for
something like thirty years, and even the other
Degree Team members had much more experience
than I did; I was very much the new guy.”

In 2005, after the untimely passing of Aleppo’s
Director of Ritual, Noble Shant Chebookian, the
incoming Potentate, Ill. Peter Stone, PP, asked
Noble Woods to take over as Director. It apparent-
ly took some convincing, but Noble Woods took the
job, and has ensured the quality of our work ever
since. In order to prevent a similar occurrence in
future, Noble Woods has received permission from
our current Potentate, Ill. Peter Simmons, to
appoint Noble Ed Sherman III as Assistant
Director.

One of Harlan’s most memorable Shrine experi-
ences was going down to Santo Domingo in the
Dominican Republic to put on the work. He met
many children there who had benefitted from
Shriners Hospitals, and met Masons from nine dif-
ferent countries.  Fundamentally, however, he
enjoys helping people, because, as he says: “I
remember a sermon one day in church, and I think
it was probably the best sermon I have ever heard.
Rev. Strickland, who gave good sermons anyway,
said to us: ‘If you’re feeling down, the best way to
cheer yourself up is to help someone else out,’ and
it has always been so true for me to do that.”

Noble Woods is also a member of the North Shore
Shrine Club and Bunker Hillbilles Clan #126, both
of which he enjoys greatly.

His goals for his year as Second Ceremonial
Master (and beyond, if appointed and elected) are
“to watch and learn to improve each year through
the divan.” He was, incidentally, very surprised to
be appointed to the Divan. Despite having met and
become friendly with Ill. Simmons at DD School,
Harlan did not expect to be appointed by Ill.
Simmons to anything, and as he puts it, “both this
and my Grand Lecturer appointment were out of
the blue. Apparently, Masonic stuff happens.”

He and his wife also traveled to Tampa recently
for the Membership event that was being held
there, and the two of them plan to learn and do as
much as they can to help ensure that the mission of
the Shrine continues to succeed. However, no one
can do everything on their own, so we should all do
our best to support all of the members of our Divan,
and make Aleppo the best it can be!
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SPECIAL STATED BUSINESS
MEETING

Wednesday, April 4, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.

ALEPPO SHRINE WILSON ROOM

STATED BUSINESS MEETING

To Elect Trustee
Reading of the Recorder’s records.

Act on any other business
that may come before the order.

Peter K. Stone Peter A. Simmons
Recorder Illustrious Potentate

HARLAN J. WOODS, JR.
AND LADY CATHY

HARLAN J. WOODS, JR.
2ND CEREMONIAL MASTER


