
PAGE 4 - ALEPPO SHRINERS NEWS WILMINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

THE fastest amputee in the world, Jerome Singleton, spent Monday
morning visiting patients at Shriners Hospitals for Children®–
Greenville. Patients, parents, and staff were able to learn about Jerome’s

experience as an amputee and his trek to Paralympic stardom. 
Jerome was born without a fibula in his right leg. Throughout his childhood,

he was a patient at Shriners Hospitals for Children–Greenville where he
received expert care, including his below the knee amputation and first pros-
thetics. Jerome, from Irmo, SC, won the 100-meter event at the Paralympic
World Championships in New Zealand last January, earning the title “Fastest
Amputee in the World.” 

While visiting with patients, he spent time with each one, answering any
questions, providing some encouraging words and advice, showing off his reg-
ular leg and running leg, posing for photos and signing autographs. 

Jerome said he took the time out of his
training schedule to visit with patients
because, “This is where it all started for me,
right here in this hospital. I know what
Shriners Hospitals for Children–Greenville

does for the kids. I wouldn’t be where I am today if it weren’t for this hospital.”
He hopes his visit to the hospital helps to inspire at least one patient to get out
there and be more active. 

While he encourages physical activity, Jerome made sure every patient
understood that he put education first. “I know I won’t be running forever, so
I had to have something in place,” Jerome  said. He went to Morehouse College
where he double majored in mathematics and applied physics before transfer-
ring to the University of Michigan to complete his dual degree with
Morehouse, and adding an industrial engineering degree.

Fastest Amputee in the World Visits Shriners Hospitals for Children–Greenville

Paralympian Jerome Singleton recently spent time at Shriners Hospitals
for Children in Greenville.

NOBLE CURT E. NITZSCHE

NOBLE Curt E. Nitzsche became an Aleppo
Shriner on January 29, 1983.  We first knew
Curt as he worked concessions behind the

scenes of the circus and rodeo. His specialty was
cotton candy, snow cones and popcorn. Always with
an interest in efficiency, Curt developed and donat-
ed many specialty devices to expedite service. One
of the most effective being vinyl table covers for the
snow cone area to improve cleanup. Noble Nitzsche
was most appreciated for his willingness to oversee
the concessions during the daylight hours.

It appears that the true love of Noble Curt has
been the Aleppo Hillbillies. He has been involved
since their inception as well as their driving force,
becoming President in 2008 and more recently the
Secretary.

Since joining the Membership Committee, Curt’s
special job has been reinstatements. He has spent
countless hours on the phone and has successfully
convinced many nobles to renew their membership
in Aleppo. 

For his dedication to the Shrine and his many
years of service behind the scenes, it is most appro-
priate to present to Noble Curt E. Nitzsche, the
highest award in Aleppo Temple, the Robert
Gardiner Wilson, Jr. Medal, for service above and
beyond the call of duty.
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NOBLE EDWARD L. JENKINS

NOBLE Edward Leroy Jenkins became a
Shriner in Aleppo Temple on September 17,
1977.  He has been most active as an

Appointed Officer. First, in 1982, Noble Jenkins
was appointed the Aleppo Inner Guard and
remained in that office for five years as well as for
the years 2005 and 2011. In 1981, Ed was appoint-
ed an Aleppo Aide and frequently filled the office of
either the Aleppo Chief Aide or Assistant Chief
Aide. You can always find Noble Jenkins in the
hospitality room entertaining the troops, serving
the Nobility or making finger sandwiches in the
bedroom. From his service in the many hospitality
rooms and his other shrine affiliations, he is known
to almost every Noble in the Northeast.

Noble Jenkins was also a member off the Aleppo
Uniformed Units. In 1997, he joined the Clown
Unit as Happy the Clown and there gave his serv-
ice to the Patients from the Shriners Hospitals for
Children as well as those on the sidelines during
parades.

For his dedication to the Shrine and his many
years of service as an Appointed Officer, an Aleppo
Aide and an Aleppo Clown, it is highly desirable to
present to Noble Edward Leroy Jenkins, the high-
est award in Aleppo Temple, the Robert Gardiner
Wilson, Jr. Medal, for service above and beyond the
call of duty.

ILLUSTRIOUS
JOHN E. GRANT, JR.

ILLUSTRIOUS Sir John E. Grant, Jr., Potentate
of Aleppo Temple, was created an Aleppo
Shriner on January 25, 1986.  He immediately

joined the Aleppo Fire Brigade and rose to the rank
of Captain in 1991. In 1996 he received permission
to start a new parading unit and the Cape Cod
Division of the Aleppo Fire Brigade was formed
with him as the first and only Chief. 

Illustrious Sir Jack has been the first-line signer
on the applications of 33 new Aleppo members and
he has been very active with the membership com-
mittee.

As Potentate this year, Jack's first ambition was
to locate, purchase and install four new automatic
AEDs within the building and an additional two for
the parading units. Concerned about the safety of
all, he made sure that 75 nobles were instructed in
their proper use. 

For his many years of service in the Uniformed
Units and Aleppo Divan, Illustrious Sir John E
Grant Jr., Potentate of Aleppo Temple in 2011
surely deserves to receive the Robert Gardiner
Wilson, Jr. Medal for service above and beyond the
call of duty.


