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By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

Aleppo Oriental Band

IMBOLC

AVING survived the festivities associated with the celebration of
IMBOLC, we are looking forward to the Spring Season and the
prospect of eventually dusting off our regalia and getting out on the

streets again. Winter’s shroud significantly impacts on what we are able to do
as a band other than practice, practice, practice and practice makes us as per-
fect as we can be. Parades are generally unheard of during the Winter - though
we have previously done one as early as March and we do not look forward to
repeating that type of performance in the near future. We are, however, look-
ing forward to a productive and busy year and hope that will become the case.
We do enjoy getting out and about and entertaining the crowds with our per-
formances and our float negates most parade obstacles.

We share the excitement that all must feel at the prospect of being counted
in the 2010 Census and wonder whether people with split or multiple person-
alities should be counted more than once to optimize the prospect of fulfilling
the maxim of voting early and often in any given election and the requirement
of equal representation. 

In our last article we introduced you to two of our Senior Members, Gerard
(Gerry) Neault and Nicholas (Nick) Markos, without indicating their
Seniority Status. So, in order to correct that oversight, it should be noted that
Gerry is currently our ninth most Senior Member and Nick was right behind
him as the tenth most Senior Member and that each of these Members, at the
time, had  in excess of twenty (20) years of service. Note, however, that, unfor-
tunately,  the Black Camel visited the Markos residence and took Nick to the
Eternal Oriental Band on January 22, 2010. Nick’s jovial and feisty spirit and
dedication are things that will be very much missed as will he.

Returning to the more orderly introduction of our band members, we are
proud to introduce you to our now second most Senior Member, Noble
Frederick Pouliot, Jr.

Fred actually joined the Band
earlier than any current member,
but he has taken a few leaves of
absence for a variety of reasons
and thus the sum of his years of
service is, at the time of this writ-
ing, slightly less than that of others
(hence the second place showing for
seniority). 

Freddie is a member of our
musette (an oriental horn) section
and is one of its more talented and
capable members. His long stand-
ing with the Band and his early
introduction to it have benefited
the Band in many fashions. Today
Freddie is one of the stronger mem-
bers of our musette section and,
over time, he was responsible for
transcribing some of the songs we

use into sheet music that the musettes can work from and that has proven to
be an invaluable asset to the Band. We have had some exceptionally talented
musette players in the Band and Freddie clearly is amongst them. He loves
playing and does so in an enthusiastic manner that has even been reflected in
his swinging marching fashion. Freddie is a sight to behold when he performs.

Short on stature but large on Band experience, Freddie is one of those behind
the scenes forces to be reckoned with and, when Freddie speaks, we all listen
(even though we may not always agree with him).

Freddie worked as a Senior Design Technician for the Gillette Company in
Andover, MA., before retiring some fifteen years ago. He and Lady Beverly
have two daughters, four grandsons, and two granddaughters - all of whom

Freddie is incredibly proud of and all
of whom support his Band efforts.

When not being involved in any
imaginable (and some unimaginable)
type of home projects, Freddie enjoys
golf and occasionally traveling the
country in his RV. Freddie’s handy-
man skills are well acknowledged in
the Band and he is one of the Band’s
foremost Craftsmen who has been
materially responsible for renovating
our float and making it a safer and
more viable item to use.

The Pouliots are fun loving and hos-
pitable and that is what makes them
special to us. 

Please continue to note that that our
website (which we encourage you to
periodically visit) is now located at:

http://www.oband.mysite.com

SHALOM
THe Oriental Band Scribe
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FRED AND BEVERLY POULIOT
NOBLE FREDERICK POULIOT, JR.

Scribblings of the Scribe
As the decennial census takes place, one should take a moment to con-

sider that, if we are a society governed by and for the people, then what
would happen if we declined to be counted!

SIC TRANSIT GLORIA MUNDI

By KEN HOWE
CHIEF

Provost Guard
ELL, we had a much welcomed
break over the holidays, but
here we are back parking cars

again. Having a full schedule in February
with the Home Show with a great
amount of traffic flow in and out during
the entire weekend. The Petting Zoo is
sure to be a zoo being at the end of school
vacation. Coming up in March is the Gun
Show and Motorcycle Show and
Greenburg Train Show. Hopefully the
snow will all be melted making it less
messy.

In April is the 2010 Aleppo Shriners
Circus. The Provost Guard will definitely
be needing some extra hands, so if any-
one can help please call Chief Ken Howe
at 508-746-3342. Being during school
vacation the morning shows will definite-
ly be full and extra help would be benefi-
tial.

The Ceremonial in January was very
cold and windy out there, but we
endured.

There was a complete table of ten of the
Unit on hand at the Potentate’s Ball. The
meal was excellent and music was great
as usual.

We also had a good
showing with a table of ten
at the Units Reenlistment
Banquet. With another
excellent meal and good busi-
ness meeting.

At the January 9, 2010, Heads of Units
meeting the Provost Guard gave
Illustrious Potentate Robert F. Smith a
check for $1,000 for the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund.

The Provost also had a Holiday Party
with our Ladies. Dave Tucker and his
helpers put out a fabulous meal and
everyone had a wonderful time celebrat-
ing the holidays and spending time with
each other.

One of our workers was hurt quite
badly when he was riding his bicycle and
was hit by a car. Glad he is coming along
well and hope that Mickey Rooney will
be back with us soon.

Members of the Provost Guard are
expected to attend 40% or more of all
events. This is only fair to the members
that make 90% to 100% of them. Please
contact Chief Ken Howe to be scheduled
in the rotation.
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At the January 9, 2010, Heads of Units meeting the Provost Guard
gave Illustrious Potentate Robert F. Smith a check for $1,000 for
the Aleppo Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund.
From left to right are: Irving B. Ruggles, Captain Emeritus; Alan
F. Ray, Major; Ken Howe, Chief; Charlie Artz, Lieutenant;
Robert F. Smith, Potentate; Nepo Trepanier, Captain.


