
Although Sousa is credited for revolutionizing marches and standardizing
their general form, a number of his predecessors and contemporary composers
also did much to establish the substance and style of present day American
marches and to distinguish them from similar compositions played in Europe.
American marches typically begin with a short introductory strain followed by
two repeated strains of generally 16 measures each. A trio (or contrasting
movement) in a new key with one or two melodic strains follows next and
many marches (but by no means all) end with a short, accented
note, usually called a “stinger” by musicians.

A prominent composer who generally established the structure of
marches in America, as we know them today was Brother David
Wallis Reeves (1838-1900). He was born in Oswego, New York, but
was later recruited by the American Band of Providence, Rhode
Island becoming its conductor for many years. Reeves wrote a num-
ber of excellent marches, the most famous of which is “Second
Regiment Connecticut, National Guard,” which was published by
the W.H. Cundy Company of Boston in 1880 as both a march and
two-step. It became Reeves’ most famous and widely performed
composition and is occasionally played even today. Sousa called
Bro. Reeves “The Father of the American March” in 1916 and is said
to have remarked that he wished he could claim to be ”Second
Connecticut’s” composer. Reeves dedicated the work to Colonel S.
R. Smith, the officers and men of Connecticut’s own Second
Regiment National Guard and in it, Bro. Reeves demonstrated a
unique kind of contrapuntal scoring; that is the blending of inde-
pendent melody lines so they fit together in harmony with each
other. This type of scoring was later used in marches by a number
of other composers as well, including our late Bro. Edwin Eugene
Bagley (1857-1922) in his ever popular march, “National Emblem,”
where strains of “The Star-Spangled Banner” can be heard in coun-
terpoint with Bagley’s own original melody line. Maintaining its
distinct military flavor, “Second Connecticut” ends with eight meas-
ures of bugle-like fanfares carried by the trumpets (which, of
course, are really bugles with the addition of valves). In fact, the
original publication included parts for actual bugles and drum corps
marching drums. 

The Brass Band will be presenting this march in an updated
arrangement especially prepared for us on the 135th anniversary of
its composition. We also plan to present another new arrangement
of a Reeves march, originally published by Reeves himself in 1888
and which was dedicated to Colonel Austin Clarke Wellington
(1840-1888), Commander of the First Regiment Infantry,
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia and which was played by Reeves’
American Band at Col. Wellington’s funeral.  “Col. Wellington’s
March” has faded from public performance over time, but it is
nonetheless a fine composition and an excellent example of a true
regimental march in the post-Civil War tradition. 

It seems altogether fitting to include pieces written by members
of the Nobility as well as other Masonic brethren in our Ceremonial
programs especially in this instance, since Bro. Reeves spent most

of his career as a New England bandmaster and virtuoso
cornetist. 

Moreover, by the time Reeves passed away on
March 8, 1900, he had completed over 100 musi-
cal compositions and a funeral service with
full Masonic honors was held at the First
Baptist Church of America in
Providence. John Philip Sousa sent
200 roses in his memory and later,
a fountain dedicated to him
was constructed at Roger
Williams Park in Providence.
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