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ON November 3, 2011 at Montgomery Lodge in Milford, MA,
checks were presented to three Masonic Charities by the
15th Masonic District Golf Outing Committee at the con-

clusion of its Fifth Annual Golf Outing held on October 3, 2011 at
the Stow Acres Country Club in Stow, Ma. The total proceeds
were $9000 divided equally among three charities. The grand
total for five years’ worth of fundraising now totals $67,000, as
represented by the Special Check prepared by Chas Wade of
Impact Expressions, Inc. of Rochester, MA.

In the photo at left in the front, left to right: representing the
Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Greater Boston, Inc, Chairman of
the Board of Governors, Wor. Bernard Goulding of Newton;
representing the Children’s Dyslexia Center of Lexington, RW
Ernest Pearlstein of Malden; representing the Aleppo Shriners,
Illustrious Potentate John E. Grant of Hyannis; District Deputy
Grand Master for the 15th South Masonic District, RW Douglas
B. Freeman of Framingham; Aleppo Shriners Chief  Rabban,
Noble Peter A. Simmons of Bolton; and representing the
Masonic Angel Fund Foundation, MW Albert T. Ames of Natick.
In back, left to right: Golf Committee Chairman Wor. R. Arlen
Johnson of Milford; Junior Grand  Warden of the Grand Lodge of Masons in
Massachusetts, RW Wayne M. Vinton of Medway; and Aleppo Shriner
Assistant Rabban Noble Dennis E. Reebel of Marlborough. Absent from
photo is District Deputy Grand Master for the 15th North Masonic District;
RW Robert Jessee. Photo by Roger Appell Photography of Ashland.

The work of the three charities focuses entirely on children in need.
Specifically, the Masonic Angel Foundation serves needy schoolchildren
through school administrators in the several communities that have a Masonic
Angel Fund program. The Aleppo Shriners  serve any child in need through its
Shriners Hospitals for Children, via the Burns Hospital in Boston and the
orthopedic Hospital for Children in Springfield, MA and other locations. The
Children’s Dyslexia Centers, under the auspices of the Scottish Rite in
Massachusetts, serve children with reading disabilities at locations in

Newtonville, Lexington and Worcester.
The 15th Masonic District Committee represents 12 Masonic Lodges located

in Ashland, Framingham, Holliston, Hopkinton, Marlborough, Maynard,
Medway, Milford, Natick, and Westboro, Massachusetts.

The Sixth Annual Golf Outing is in the planning stages for 2012 and has
been held in the months of September or October each year. The annual event
offers a day of golf with lunch and dinner, prizes and a silent online auction
with the winners announced at the event. Sponsors are always welcome, as are
gifts of prizes and silent auction items are welcome. All gifts are tax
deductible. Those who wish to participate are invited to contact Arlen Johnson
at his office in Milford at 508-473-7600 or email at golf @mamasonic15.org

Thank you for your efforts to help the public learn about these very impor-
tant children’s programs that are available at no cost whatsoever to the child’s
family.

Masonic Charities Benefit by the 15th Masonic District Golf Outing
By R. ARLEN JOHNSON

Ihope this note finds you well this most Masonic
of seasons. What’s that you say? This is the
Christmas season not a Masonic Season. The

spirit of Christmas and our Masonic values are the same. Love one another,
help the less fortunate, do it with a humble spirit, be with your friends and
loved ones. If that doesn’t sound Masonic, what does? Merry Christmas to
those who celebrate the season, Happy Holidays for the rest.

Has your Masonic year been well? Are you going to lodge, have you visited
another Lodge in your area? My Masonic year has been happily hectic.

Ancient York started the year with an entire new officer line, except for the
treasurer. All the rest are first time in the seat. Congratulations to Worshipful
Tim Miller and his officer line.

Lots of new ideas to try. The first new idea was a Disc Golf tournament. Disc
golf is Frisbee golf without the copyright name. Who knew it is such a big thing
hiding in plain sight?

There are three Disc Golf courses in the area. One in Ayer, another in
Burlington, and in Amesbury MA. We played the course in Amesbury. There
are three disks, a driver, a mid-range and a putter, they do the same as a golf
club. The masons joining us where Wor. Joe Spinale of Wamesit Lodge, John
Ruggiero, Peter Gavel and son PJ and myself from Ancient York, plus a
brother from the Amesbury Lodge.

It was a fun time, I suspect we’ll do it again.
Anyone in your lodge earn the Masonic Rookie award? John Ruggiero got his

award the night of the Officer Installation. 
As a reward, we made him Senior Steward. Good job John. I’m looking for-

ward to more of our new guys earning this cool award. This is a good way to
engage our new candidates. I hear that all this past years Rookies are going to
dinner with the Grand Master.

Hey, where do you fall on the great initiation fee debate? Just to start the
story, there is a proposal being floated at Grand Lodge to raise the minimum
initiation fee to $300.

There has been some lively debate both in person and online. One side comes
down with $300 is cheap for all the great things Masonry is, it’s less than a
buck a day. The other side says $300 is too much, men who don’t know what
Masonry is won’t join because the fee is too great. You need to look at the
Facebook page of RW Ted Morang Sr. There are 100’s of comments on each
side of this discussion.

Read all the points, come up with a well thought out position, and let your
voting members of Grand Lodge know how you feel about the proposed
increase. You do know that the Master and Wardens vote at Grand Lodge for
you?

Have you been to Lodge of Instruction this year? What do you think of the
format? I like it as a work in progress. The plan is for our candidates to have
one hour of instruction, and then be done.

That part works. The part that isn’t is closing the Lodge, then having the
main speaker. Many brothers don’t know to stay.  They are missing some great
Masonic information.

Wor Bob Bailey is doing a good job, reminding brothers to stay, but given
the chance to leave, a lot do. Speaking of LOI, please pause a moment to
remember my friend, Wor. John Haines of Wamesit. He passed away last
month. There was a great turnout for the Masonic Ceremony. So many broth-

ers came, the lodge ran out of white aprons. RIP my brother in the Celestial
Lodge above.

The big news of the year is the marriage of my daughter to my Masonic
Brother. Masons will understand that little joke. Mike Taylor, a Brother of
Pentucket Lodge, married my baby in a typical ceremony.

Lots of love, tears, a few laughs, you know the typical drama when fam-
ily gets together. This is where I get to thank Doug Hanks, Ed Mackness
and Jack Rogers. These brothers had flasks at the ready for the frazzled
father of the bride. Thanks for having my back.

Had a great time at the Beefeaters Club meeting. The meat of the 5th
Tuesday meeting was a 32 ounce rib-eye. Noble Dick Johnson puts on a
great party. I look forward to this every quarter. Thank you United
Brethren, you guys rock. We got to take some new, to the club guys. This
time, Dave LaPlante sat with us, he’s fun, like all good Masons he’s got

stories. I know I’ve told you the reason we have investigative committees is to
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