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By JAMES I. STARRATT

CONGRATULATIONS to Patrolmen David
A. Elliott and Raymond A. Whipple Jr.,
who were honored at the 2011 Arab Patrol

Holiday Social by being named Aleppo Shriners
Patrolmen of the Year. Presentation was made by
Chief Rabban Peter Simmons who along with
Lady Karen were guests at the Social. Dave and
Ray had excellent attendance records at parades,
drills, Ceremonials and working the shows. In addi-

tion they conceived the
idea of having a free raffle
for candidates at the cere-
monials, by giving them a
letter of welcome to Aleppo
Shrine, advising of the raffle, and extending an
inviting to visit the Patrol Suite, to ascertain if they
won one of the prizes. This enabled the patrol mem-
bers to explain our function, and to show the dis-
play of the numerous awards and trophies earned
in the past; with the hope that they may be inter-
ested in becoming a member of the unit. As a result
of their efforts (and the good work of the mentors)
we had more visitors to the suite than can be
recalled. 

Dave and Ray also conceived the idea of an Arab
Patrol Brochure which Ray prepared, duplicated,
and handed out at the November Ceremonial to all
candidates, and any Noble that was interested. The
brochure gave a brief description, and history of the
patrol, including pictures, and will be available for
future Ceremonials. Thank you Dave and Ray for
your valued support, and service above and beyond
the call of duty.

Congratulations also to Patrolman Salvatore
“Sal” Privitera for receiving his Twenty year serv-
ice pin, and too Gelean “Bud” Campbell for
receiving his ten year service pin. Both  were pre-
sented at the Holiday Social by Colonel Jack
Demirdjian.

The Holiday Social was held at Angelica’s,
Middleton, MA, and was attended by twenty-one
Ladies and twenty-two Nobles. We were honored to
have with us in addition to Chief Rabban Peter
Simmons and Lady Karen; Colonel Jack
Demirdjian and Lady Helene; Captain Earle

Voigt and Lady Margaret, and Captain Gerome
Matteo and Lady Anna. 

Gifts were distributed to all attendees, and three
door prizes were drawn, and won by Lady Seta
Ohannessian, Lady Arlene Wallace and Lady
Marion Fish. A special thanks to Lady Delores
Starratt for donating the gifts and prizes, and for
her assisting in the preparation of the event.

Sick Bay reports Patrolman Alvin “Bud”
Whipple recovering from a recent illness. 

Mark your calen-
dar for the following
events: New Year
Eve Party, December
31, 2011, Drill
January 4, 2012,
Aleppo Memorial
Service, January 8,
2012, Ceremonial,
and Ladies
Luncheon, January
28, 2012, Potentate’s
Ball February 12,
2012 and Aleppo
Circus April 18, 2012
- April 22, 2012,
details are in the lat-
est edition of Aleppo
News.

Next drill will be
January 4, 2012.

Patrolmen of the Year 2011
David A. Elliott

and Raymond A. Whipple, Jr.

Congratulations to Salvatore Privitera and
Gelean Campbell for their service pins. From
left to right are: Gelean Campbell, Jack
Demirdjian, Salvatore Privitera, and James
I. Starratt.

LADY Marion Fish, the
winner of the first prize
door prize at the Holiday
Social.

Left to right are: James I. Starratt, David A. Elliott, Raymond
A. Whipple, Jr., and Aleppo Chief Rabban Peter A. Simmons.

"Soaring for Kids" Float Brings a
Message of Hope and Achievement

LOS ANGELES, CA. (November 23, 2011) –
Shriners Hospitals for Children® is proud to
participate in the 123rd Annual Tournament
of Roses Parade, Monday, Jan. 2, 2012, in
Pasadena, Calif. The Shriners Hospitals for
Children float entitled, "Soaring for Kids” will
be among the many floats, bands, and eques-
trian shows seen by millions of spectators
around the world.

This year’s Tournament of Roses theme
“Just Imagine…” celebrates the power of
imagination, inspiration and determination
to encourage people to reach higher and try
harder.

“The Tournament of Roses’ theme embodies
the same spirit of hope and achievement – of
overcoming seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles and achieving more than believed possi-
ble – which our patients display every day,”
said Douglas Maxwell, president and CEO of
Shriners Hospitals for Children. “We are
proud to be associated with an organization
that shares our belief in the power of the
human spirit, and to have this opportunity to
share our message with such a vast audi-
ence.”

The festival began in 1890 and features
flower-covered floats, marching bands, eques-
trians and, since 1902, the Rose Bowl college
football game, produced by the nonprofit
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Association.
The Rose Parade will be broadcast live by:
ABC, NBC, Hallmark Channel, HGTV,
KTLA-CW and Univision. Don’t forget to tune
in on Jan. 2, 2012, at 8 a.m. PST / 11 a.m.
EST.

Show Your Support: Employees,
Volunteers and Shriners can join in the cele-
bration!

Decorate the Float: To sign up to decorate
and for further information, contact Shriners
Hospital for Children-Los Angeles public rela-
tions department at
SHCLAvolunteers@shrinenet.org. Feel free to
invite your friends and family to help deco-
rate. Note: all volunteers must be over 13
years of age to participate.

Attend the Rose Parade: Rose Parade
tickets can be purchased from Sharp Seating
online at www.sharpseating.com or by calling
(626) 795 -4171.

Note: You do not need tickets to the Rose
Parade unless you want grandstand seats.
Arrive early to watch along the parade route
for free.

For additional information on the Rose
Parade, visit www.tournamentofroses.com

About Shriners Hospitals for Children
Shriners Hospitals for Children® is chang-

ing lives every day through innovative pedi-
atric specialty care, world-class research and
outstanding medical education. The 22 hospi-
tals in the United States, Canada and Mexico
provide advanced care for children with
orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord
injuries, and cleft lip and palate.

Shriners Hospitals for Children is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and relies on
the generosity of donors. All donations are tax
deductible to the fullest extent permitted by
law.

Shriners Hospitals for Children to Participate
in 2012 Tournament of Roses Parade

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN will participate
in the 2012 Tournament of Roses Parade. From left to right:
Mr. Terence T. Cunningham, Shriners Hospitals for
Children - Los Angeles Administrator, Saúl, patient ambas-
sador, Mr. Rick Jackson, President of the Tournament of
Roses, Alyssa, patient ambassador, Mr. Nick Thomas,
Shriners International.


