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By THE ORIENTAL BAND SCRIBE

LAS, the task of
a reporter is
never easy. In

the last issue we used a
number of pictures of
some of the members of
the Band and, as fate
would have it, the
wrong picture was used
for one of the members
and another member
did not like his picture.
So, in order to remedy
the situation, we are
submitting the follow-
ing two pictures to deal
with those situations:

Al had the wrong picture used for him and John
didn't like his picture. John is our Secretary/Trea-
surer and we make every effort to please him - he is
responsible for bringing in weekly rehearsal
refreshments and he signs our Band paychecks - we
don't mess with John! What John wants, John gets.

Last year ended with a great Holiday Party and
a final Parade in Falmouth, Massachusetts, despite
which we must report the addition of two of our
long time members to our sick and disabled list.
Noble Lester Oshry, our Assistant Director, has
not been feeling well for some time. Nonetheless, he
has made Herculean efforts to participate with us
as much as possible. There is no question in our
mind but that if the body and spirit were able to do
so, that he would be continuing to be with us for all
of our rehearsals and events. Unfortunately, such
is not the case and Lester’s charming person and
personality are something that we will be missing,
though we do continue to hope for an occasional
visit. In addition, Noble Robert Browne has had
his ability to participate with us seriously cur-
tailed. Bob returned to the Band last year after a
lengthy sabbatical which was taken to care for his
wife. We went to extreme lengths to convince him
to come back to the Band and were delighted to see
him do so after his wife passed away and that made
for a bittersweet reunion which is becoming more
bitter with Bob’s current status. We wish both
Lester and Bob the very best.

Our fifth most senior Member has been a little
slow in providing information, so a little more time
will hopefully remedy that situation for him and
will permit us to continue introducing the Members
of the Band to you in some sense of orderly fashion
at that time. Part of the purpose in introducing the

Band Members is to give
everyone an idea of the
diversity that we have and
to convey the feeling of
family that we have built
within our Unit in spite of
and perhaps because of
that diversity. There are
and have been families of
Members as well and the
most prominent current
family is that of the
Lemerise family who are
pictured below.

We are emphasizing this
"Family" issue for a variety
of reasons. First, we are
grateful and proud that
multiple generations of the
same Family see fit to
establish and maintain a
legacy with the Band and
secondly, we have recently
noted a rogue legacy who
has joined another Unit
and we are making every
blatant effort to attract
this person to our fold to

right the injustice that he has done to his ancestry.
With all due respect to the Ritualistic Degree Team
(who are a wonderful and impressive group of peo-
ple - including past and present Divan Members -
who do a fabulous job) a certain new member of
your Unit  has a heritage and Family history with
our Band and we feel an obligation to convince him
to honor (guilt is  such an effective motivator) his
ancestors by participating with us.  Though the
Ritualistic Leader  wields a pointed scepter in his
role for the Degree Team, our Director wields a
scimitar and, to the best of our knowledge, with the
possible exception of the parting of the Red Sea by
Moses reportedly using his rod somewhat in the
fashion of a scepter, there is no recorded historical
event wherein the scepter has prevailed over the
scimitar. We also promise to treat the certain Noble
well and fairly and are even willing to welcome into
the Band a certain Noble friend of his. Both should
be reminded that musical skill is not a requisite to
Membership (as if no one knew that before) and
that we rehearse on Thursday nights. We are
shameless and tenacious in our recruiting efforts
and really wish both Nobles in mind (who are rela-
tively recent initiates into the Shrine) the best in
their participation with whatever Unit(s) or in
whatever way they pursue their Shrine careers. We
rarely are so conciliatory but the path to our oasis
and the entries into our tents remain clear and
open to them and to anyone else desirous.

We concluded our official parading season with
the East Boston Columbus Day Parade which was
well attended. Good attendance made for another
great performance and everyone seemed to enjoy
our efforts as well. Our newest Honorary Member,
Noble Charlie Rivers, manned the large gong and
is really getting into the swing of things with us.
We hope that Carlie will continue to exhibit his tal-

ents in the future
with us.

We concluded re-
hearsals for last year
on November 18th
and are looking for-
ward to 2011 with
enthusiasm and the
hope that we will
continue to have the
tremendous turnouts
that we had through-
out last year for our

events and parades. We are excited and are espe-
cially  looking forward to participating in the
Northeast Field Days which are to be hosted by
Aleppo in August in Hyannis, MA and encourage
everyone to make the trip to the Cape to partake of
the festivities. We are also pleased to be celebrating
our 60th year as a Unit in 2011.

As usual, please be reminded that for the most
up to date information concerning the Band, please
visit our website at: http://www.oband.mysite.com

Shalom
THe Oriental Band Scribe

CELEBRATING OUR 60th YEAR  
Rehearsals on Thursdays at 6:30 PM

From the Second Thursday in January
To the Second Thursday in November

Oriental Band Room
Second Floor

99 Fordham Road
Wilmington, Massachusetts 01887-0578

Exit 39 off Interstate 93

Visit our website at: 
http://www.oband.mysite.com

AL RICHARDS

John Kelley at the East Boston Parade, relaxing
and finding an additional use for his drums.

THE LEMERISE FAMILY at the East Boston Parade:
Robert; Richard, Sr.; and Richard, Jr.

Shriner’s Auditorium
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