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Lincoln's Story As Shared by his Mother
HRINERS Hospitals for Children is changing
the world by caring for kids. We hear from
many parents, thanking us for the expert
medical care they've received. Below is a letter from
Anne, the mother of Lincoln, who is receiving care
at our Twin Cities hospital:
Lincoln was born exactly on his due date. His
delivery was beautiful and uneventful. He was a
good sleeper and first social smile was right on target at six weeks. And that was the last milestone he
hit “on target.” He always progressed, but each successive milestone was just a bit further and further
from the target. He didn’t crawl until two weeks
after his first birthday.
By 18 months we tired of waiting for the muchpromised and much-hyped “spurt.” He was clearly
too far behind physically to easily catch up on his
own. Our next step was a call to a local program
designed to help parents access early intervention
care through the Minneapolis school district. Our
first screening was with a public health nurse, and
she gave us some ideas about possible “next steps,”
the most important of which seemed to be a complete neurological/neuromuscular assessment.
We have a high deductible health plan, and due
to my own medical event, our health savings
account was essentially drained. We were looking
at a long list of uncovered medical assessments for
Lincoln. While we both had “good jobs,” I had chosen to go part-time when we got pregnant. Things
were looking very tight as we looked ahead to neurological, developmental, audiology, ophthalmology, and endocrine testing. While Lincoln’s needs
made me especially happy to be working part-time,
it made finances much more stressful.
After leaving our assessment, the nurse called me
later in the day. She had just received a flyer from
Shriners Hospitals for Children–Twin Cities. She
explained that if Lincoln could benefit from the
services provided by Shriners Hospitals for
Children, they would provide orthopedic and neurological care, at no cost. We were shocked and knew
this meant we could put our dollars toward the
other services he’d need. We had heard of Shriners
Hospitals but knew almost nothing about your
services, nor did we know how close the beautiful
campus is to our home!

S

We went to Shriners Hospitals for Children for an
assessment. It was scheduled quickly, and unlike
any other process we’ve met, it was fast and family-friendly. It wasn’t long into our appointment
before someone confirmed that Lincoln could benefit from services offered by the hospital.
We would have done whatever we needed to do,
whatever the cost, to help Lincoln. But having
access to all the medical and therapeutic assessments without having to worry about cost? It was
an indescribable feeling to know we’d not have to
worry about the financial obligations of these services.
I remember “Googling” the hospital's neurologist
and learning that Dr. Rothman is also the head of
pediatric neurology at the University of Minnesota.
I joked with my friends and family, “I guess that’s
good enough for Lincoln.”
Shriners Hospitals for Children has provided us
with neurological assessments, genetic and metabolic testing, MRI, X-rays, orthopaedic care, anklefoot orthotics (AFO), and ongoing physical therapy.
Plus the care coordination staff has really helped us
get organized to maintain our own records, something that seems small but helps to ensure continuity of care across all our providers.
What we’ve appreciated most is how familyfriendly everyone has been. It hasn’t always been
an easy road for us as mom and dad, but to have the
hospital staff as our partners has made it a lot easier!
With the help of his AFO and weekly physical
therapy, Lincoln has gotten so much stronger. He
started to walk a few weeks after his second birthday and he cruises very fast (and gets a lot of attention) with the walker we’ve been loaned. He’s so
proud of what he can do! And he keeps getting
stronger and more confident with each week of
therapy.
We still don’t have a diagnosis for Lincoln. That’s
the reality for a lot of
families. There is “no
reason” for the way
things are, but there is
support and therapy
that can help him make
the most of life and, ulti-
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mately, that’s all any parent wants.
What's telling about Shriners Hospitals for
Children is that Lincoln loves to go to there. We
pull into the parking lot and he gets excited. You
have all become very dear to our family. We really
can’t thank you enough!

CHIEF STEWARD NEEDED
It is with great sadness that after his many years of dedication to
Aleppo, Chief Steward Emeritus Al Gebow is stepping down from
his position in the Aleppo Shriners Auditorium kitchen. His faithful
support of so many Potentates will be appreciated forever.

in conjunction with

WITH THIS

NEWS WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF
LOOKING FOR A NEW CHIEF STEWARD.

Jeff Goodless & Melha Shriners

Presents...
Israel: A Journey to the Holy Land

Applicant must have a vast knowledge of the culinary arts, running a
kitchen, ordering food and supplies for various events, working well
with a volunteer staff and making arrangements with caterers.

November 10 - 19, 2010

The “Galley” is open during many events of the Shriners Auditorium:
Ceremonials, Home Show, Ultimate Fight, Antique Show, Roller
Derby, Castleberry Fair, Circus to name a few.

10 Days • 15 Meals: 8 Breakfasts • 1 Lunch • 6 Dinners

Per Person Rates: Double $2,999; Single $3,749; Triple $2,969
Included in Price: Hotel Transfers, Round Trip Air from Logan Intl Airport
Not included in price: Cancellation Waiver and Insurance of $200 per person,
Air Taxes and Fees/Surcharges of $120 (subject to increase until paid in full)

INFORMATION NIGHT • MARCH 8, 2010

THIS IS A VOLUNTEER POSITION.

To apply for this position, please contact Peter K. Stone, Recorder
who will bring it before the board.
Aleppo Shriners
Tel: 978-657-4202 x13
99 Fordham Road
Fax: 978-657-8950
Wilmington, MA 01887-2148
Email: pstone@alepposhriners.com

at 7:00 pm in the Wilson Room

Come with open mind and listen!

William F.

RSVP with Maribel by March 5, 2010

DUNN

Highlights...Tel Aviv • Jaffa • Caesarea • Tiberias • Sea of Galilee
Nazareth • Jericho ? Dead Sea • Masada • Qumran • Jerusalem
Wailing Wall • Bethlehem • Church of the Nativity
Mount of Olives • Mt. Zion
Experience It! Jerusalem's Old City: A Confluence of Faiths
Enter its sacred gates and meander its labyrinth of winding cobblestone streets densely
packed in an area covering less than one square mile. In spite of its diminutive size, the
walled Old City is of great symbolic importance for Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Your
journey with Collette includes venerable locations which have existed for thirty centuries.
Walk along the Via Dolorosa or Way of Sorrows to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the site
of Jesus Christ’s crucifixion, burial and resurrection. Observe the solemnity of the Western
Wall, the only surviving remnant of Judaism’s most sacred shrine, the Temple Mount; and
gaze in awe at one of the world’s great architectural masterpieces, the Dome of the Rock. To
the Muslims it is where the Prophet Muhammad ascended to heaven.

Contracting & Landscaping Co. Inc.
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

156 Center St. Groveland, MA
Call for your FREE consultation

978-372-5554 • 1-800-834-5576
www.williamfdunn.com

MASONRY
•
•
•
•

Interlock Block Walls
Stone Walls
Brick Walls & Patios
Stairs and much, much more!

• PLANTINGS – SHRUBS/TREES
• LAND CLEARING
• TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
• STUMP GRINDING
• RAILROAD TIE WORK – WALLS/STAIRS
• SOD & SEED LAWNS and
HYDROSEEDING
• WATERFALLS, PONDS and MORE
• DRIVEWAYS – STONE/HOT TOP
•
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS

LANDSCAPING

• Design/Build Co.
• Design Service

• Owner Supervision on all jobs

