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Clowning Around at the Campbell School in Dracut

W

HAT better way to get information to kids
then to bring clowns along with you.
That’s what Paul Agostino did on
November 12, 2009, did when he visited the
Campbell School in Dracut, MA. As we all know,
Paul is the Chairman of the Aleppo Shriners
Children’s Transportation Fund, but even he
knows that kids are tough, but bring an Aleppo
Shrine Clown or two or three, you definitely have
their full attention.
Paul was invited by the school principal

Deborah Koniowka to speak to the kids about the
Children’s Transportation Fund and the pull-tab
program. Last year the school started collecting
pull-tabs and this year they are stepping it up a
notch and have a pretty good stack of containers
full already.
The Campbell School teaches pre-K to grade four,
so accompanying Paul was Stephen “Matey”
King, Ernie “Rollo” Pearlstein, and Paul
“Lefty” Johnson. They broke it up into two
assemblies (so there wouldn’t be all 600 children at

once), which went over very well. The children listened and asked a lot of questions and understood
that they are helping other children who are hurt
and need help. The clowns of course did a wonderful job bringing some magic tricks into the mix.
A plaque was presented to principal Koniowka by
Paul and the Aleppo Clowns for the school showing
Aleppo’s appreciation for their help with the
Transportation Fund. Of course “Rollo” was happy
he got to roller skate around school, something he
wasn’t allowed to do when he was younger!

Carrie’s Uncle Jon – Her Proudest New Shriner
...from page 21
ing these incredibly dedicated men to us that
impressed him so much.
Now little did Jon know that we were planning on
traveling to surprise him at the October 17th
Ceremonial in Fort Myers, Florida. We have been
to a couple of these, the most recent this past June
at the Luxor Temple in New Brunswick where
Carrie was the invited guest speaker.
Unfortunately, the Ceremonial fell on the same
weekend as a parents school weekend for Jon’s sons
so his wife Carol could not be there to “Fez” him. So
Jon invited his sister Karen to stand in for Carol.
There went that surprise! Jon also would have
loved Carrie to join us but her heavy school load
would not allow it at this time. So Karen and I flew
down for the weekend for this very special and personally emotionally charged Ceremonial.
In the past couple of years or so, we have been to
numerous Shriner events and Carrie has always
been the special guest speaker. Hearing Carrie’s
talks are always emotional for us, no matter how
many times we have seen her in action. But this
one was very different. This was the first time we
weren’t “known.” Sure, Jon told a few of his new
friends and the Potentate and some of the Divan,
but we weren’t the “special guests.”
This night, in our hearts, Carrie’s Uncle Jon was
the “Special Guest” (not at all to take away from
the other ten new inductees). So they were all
called on stage one by one and then it was Jon’s
turn. Ted Adams, Potentate of the Araba Shriners
of Ft. Myers, announced Jon and his “Lady” Karen
as his sister from Massachusetts. He hesitated
slightly (I personally think emotion caught him)
but then went on to say this has “special meaning”
to this family and went on to talk a little about

Carrie’s accident and treatment at both Boston and
Springfield. So there I am standing there….. trying
to take pictures through watery eyes while watching Jon and Karen fighting off their own grateful
and pride filled tears listening to the Potentate talk
about Jon’s reason for becoming a Shriner.
Karen then placed the Fez on Jon’s head and they
ended in a teary embrace. I don’t think there were
too many dry eyes in the audience either. I will personally never forget the beaming proud smile Jon
wore the rest of the evening along with his new Fez.
Jon is now a proud member of the Naples Shrine
Club and is in the one and only “Flintstone Unit” of
all Shrine Clubs. This Unit drives mini-cars shaped
like Fred Flintstone’s car. We had the pleasure of
sitting with Bob McKenzie who heads up this
unit. On a side note, he eased my personal conscience on something. Carrie and I often affectionately refer to the Potentates in our writings and
travels as “The Grand Poobah” who was of course
the head of “The Loyal Order Of The Water
Buffalo” of Flintstone fame. I have sometimes wondered and somewhat worried if any of them were
offended by this. Well, Bob told us some Flintstone
trivia at dinner that eased my concern. The
Flintstones were created by Hanna-Barbera along
with many other cartoons back in the day. Bill
Hanna and Joe Barbera were both Shriners. And
by the way, so was Mel Blanc, “The Man of 1,000
Voices” such as Bugs Bunny, Tweety Bird, and
none other than…… Barney Rubble!
So this was our most personally rewarding
Shriners event. They all mean so very much to us,
but witnessing my brother in law Jon, Carrie’s
uncle, become a Shriner after his watching all that
this organization has done, and continues to do, for
Carrie and our family, truly was an emotional expe-

rience to say the very least. I heard him talk about
it during the process with the same kind of Passion
that Carrie lives by. The Shriners Organization has
gained a gem in Jon. I have no doubt his Passion
will continue to shine on as yet another Shriner
helping other kids in need and having fun in the
process……just like his Godchild Carrie.
And Jon now joins the ranks of our favorite “men
in the funny red hats”…… those same men that
gave our baby back to us.
Forever gratefully yours,
Mike Holmstrom

Jon Karalekas became a member of The Flintstone Unit of the Araba Shriners after becoming
a Noble (he doesn’t have his own car yet).

